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  MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL 

SHEFFIELD LAKE, OHIO 

October 14, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council was held Tuesday, October 14, 2014. 

Council President Rick Rosso called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

 

THE INVOCATION WAS GIVEN BY: Council Chaplain; Kay Fantauzzi, who 

then led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

*******************ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS********************* 

Present: Rosso, Smith, Kovach, Erdei, Wtulich, Cizl, Stark, McCullough, 

Mayor Bring, Law Director Graves, Service Director Smith 

Absent: Finance Director Smith, Treasurer Woods (excused) 

Attending: Concerned Citizens, Demo Board Chairperson: Gee, Members of the 

Media; Avon Lake Press, Morning Journal   

 

READING OF THE MINUTES: 

Council – September 23, 2014 - *Motion by McCullough/Second by Kovach to 

accept the minutes of the September 23, 2014 Council meeting with any noted 

corrections. Yeas All. 

    

CORRESPONDENCE:  

Monthly report of court receipts for month of September 2014 - $9635.50. 

Receive and file.  

PRESENTATIONS: None. 

****************************************************************** 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS 
Roads, Drains, Water, Sewer and Refuse: Chairman Cizl reviewed the minutes of 

the October 6, 2014 meeting. *Motion by Erdei/Second by Stark to accept the 

report. Yeas All./Safety: Chairperson Stark reviewed the minutes of the October 8, 

2014 meeting. She advised for anybody that has children in the Sheffield Lake 

schools. If for some reason there is an evacuation, they will be sent to the 

Community Center and anything that would happen for our schools we are going 

to take them out of the elementary schools and take them to the Civic Center where 

the parents can pick them up. We have been working on deals between the school 

districts on emergency evacuation plans, drills and that type of thing. The Fire 

Chief gave us a vehicle maintenance report where they had some problems with 

the AC. They are also going to be doing a clinic on Ebola at Cleveland Clinic and I 

believe that is tomorrow. So we may have to do some protective equipment for 
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that. Hopefully we will never have to deal with it but in case we do, we want to be 

prepared of course. Our new hire Daniel Forror has completed his orientation and 

is now on shifts. We still have one 3-man shift so we are hoping to take care of 

that. We had approximately 781 this year with EMS and that is 100 calls then last 

year. The 2 cots are working out great and that has been saving a lot of time and 

manpower with having the power cots in both vehicles. We hope to be taking the 2 

new cars for the Police Department within the next month or two. The utility 

vehicle for the Fire Department will hopefully be in in the next month or two and 

then next year we will probably get the Chief’s vehicle. *Motion by Cizl/Second 

by Kovach to accept the report. Yeas All./Buildings, Lands, Vehicles & 

Equipment: Chairman McCullough reviewed the minutes of the October 2, 2014 

meeting. *Motion by Kovach/Second by Stark to accept the report. Yeas 

All./Ordinance: Chairman Kovach reviewed the minutes of the October 2, 2014 

meeting. *Motion by Erdei/Second by Stark to accept the report. Yeas 

All./Finance & Audit: None./Council Representative to the Joyce Hanks 

Community Center: None./Council Representative to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals: None./Council Representative to the Planning Commission: 

None./Council Representative to the Park Board: Member Kovach reviewed the 

minutes of the September 22, 2014 meeting. *Motion by Stark/Second by Erdei to 

accept the report. Yeas All       

****************************************************************** 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Bring reported on the bike trail, I urge Council to at 

least go down there and take a look at that. Just take a walk down there to see the 

bike path and also the boardwalk that has been completed. I have been down there 

almost every day but the traffic from everybody walking down there is 

tremendous. Everybody has said nothing but good things, so it is very positive. I 

know we got a sign from where we got the grant from and put that up in the park. 

With that Park being as long as it is, it is actually a very good walk. A lady told me 

today that she was going over to Avon Lake and going down by the Library over 

there and walking through that particular trail but she said this trail is much nicer 

and she is going to continue to keep coming down here. It has all worked out and it 

has been a long time but we have had nothing but positive notes on it. We had a 

couple of days late on the water bills this billing period. CMI went to a convention 

and bills got out like a day later than they were supposed to so they came a couple 

of days late. The process too, we had 2 girls working the Water Department and 

the one girl was out on a medical the whole week and it was totally unexpected and 

during the busiest time because everyone was coming in to pay their water bill. So 

we had 1 girl handling all that and there were people calling and getting messages 

that she was not answering personally. But she was completely overwhelmed with 
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what was going on. I actually went in there at 4 o’clock and tried to help her out a 

little bit. But again everybody gets very impatient but when you only have 1 person 

working you have to understand that she did the best she possibly could. She was 

trying to open mail and trying to do everything and then people coming in to pay 

their bills and she was also answering the phone. Again we apologize but there is 

nothing you can do when somebody goes out on a medical leave. That girl is now 

back and hopefully we can continue our good service over there. The other thing 

that I just want to bring up just as a reminder that Halloween is going to be on the 

30th. I think out of the whole area I believe Lagrange is the only one that is going to 

be on the 31st, everybody else is going to be on the 30th. So I just want to remind 

everybody it is on Thursday. Councilman Kovach asked have they come up with a 

date yet. Mayor Bring answered Mr. Smith emailed the Metro Parks Director Jim 

Ziemnik and we are trying to get together with him and we also want to get the 

Village involved. Sandy Jensen had also mentioned the Cross Country wants to be 

there for that because they want to do a run on that. So we are trying to co-ordinate 

all this so when that happens I will let you know. We have to get everybody 

together to make this happen but I talked to the Cross Country thing was a very 

good idea from Mrs. Jensen so we are going to get those guys involved and then 

the Metro Parks. That was the only complaint that I have had is the section down 

there by the Metro Parks is not finished and I tried to explain to everybody that that 

is not our property – that is Metro Parks property and people are asking why 

haven’t you finished it and I have answered because it is not our property. But that 

is the only complaint but they did put that temporary trail. So we would like to 

have some kind of a ribbon cutting ceremony but I don’t have a date on that yet. 

Councilman Erdei asked are we going to have any kind of a camera on that trail or 

in that park or anything to help protect the public and make them feel safe. Mayor 

Bring answered we already do on part of it and next year my intension is to cover 

that boardwalk and we have power right there. So that is something else that we 

are probably going to look into. We also have cameras at the Community Center 

also. The priority was to get that thing done but with all the people walking and 

walking their dogs it is a pretty safe trail because there is people coming about 

every 10 minutes on that trail and on the weekends it is pretty heavily traveled. So 

far we have had 0 problems over there, everybody is kind of just enjoying 

themselves especially with this weather. *Motion by Erdei/Second by Cizl to 

accept the report. Yeas All./FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT: 

None./TREASURER REPORT: None./SERVICE DIRECTORS REPORT: 

Service Director Smith reported we just finished our preventive root cutting in the 

sanitary sewers on Irving Park and the east/west main lines all the way down. We 

will now be proceeding with foaming and that will be the next step and then today 

we had a very long meeting with a Representatives from Neptune Water Meter 
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Systems giving us a presentation; Pat, me and Lisa sat in and volleyed lots of 

questions back and forth during the presentation and we are going to move forward 

with having them do a proposal of the whole operation so they can take it to the 

next step and do a presentation to you guys when that comes. But at least we will 

have more facts and figures; they are going to take 5 of our meters each from a 

different year. First they are going to see what percentage they are running to see 

how bad they are. We are going to go back to the oldest meters and send one of 

each. They are paying to put in 5 new ones just so that they can analyze the 5 

meters that we have each from a different time period or decade. That will help in 

the initial city wide costs estimates in the future for this one particular company. 

So we are continuing with that process. Councilman Cizl asked are these 

residential water meters that you are talking about? Service Director Smith 

answered there is also a commercial option but that is explained in the big proposal 

of theirs. Councilman Cizl stated when they do the big presentation we will have 

an idea? Service Director Smith answered they will bring you guys up to speed but 

there is data we have to supply them for them to know which; for instance they 

have 2 different systems to know which one fits our needs best depending on our 

operational standards. That is why Lisa was involved in it with the billing side so 

that a lot of billing questions could be answered and they could see our concern. 

We are just going through them now to see who are the Leaders, who has the best 

systems and which one would fit and work. It would of course be up to the Mayor 

and then you guys to determine the final. We are doing our due diligence. 

Councilman Erdei asked have we gotten any new information on our pump 

stations? Service Director Smith answered that is still in process, I have a meeting 

tomorrow at 9:30 with Mr. Bramhall concerning that exact thing which will be our 

third meeting in the last 3-1/2 weeks. *Motion by Kovach/Second by Cizl to accept 

the report. Yeas All./SAFETY DIRECTORS REPORT: Mayor Bring reported if 

you have been at the Shoreway Shopping Center during the day today you saw our 

Fire trucks and ambulance down there and they had cones set up and they were 

doing training. That is the process that they have to do, actually I think they did it 

last year. They are supposed to do it every year but this gives the opportunity of 

driving the trucks in between all the cones and everything else such as backing up 

that they get scored on. They keep records on all of that and I know the new guys 

were down driving. In case anybody ask – that is what was going on down there. 

We also had a gentleman that came in that gave flu shots today and I know that 

several people got flu shots. The Fire Station roof repair, we were talking about the 

money – that roof is going to be torn off and new one put on in the next week or 

so. So you will them over there working on that. We had a couple of small fires 

here recently. Fire Chief Card said that one fire in particular where the fire alarm 

went off and it actually saved people. Without the fire alarm they would have been 
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in some serious trouble. The Fire Department does pass out free fire alarms, so if 

anyone in the public needs something like that it is something that we do offer. It is 

very important to change your batteries every time the time changes which is 

coming up. Again this is a perfect example of why you have those things; prevent 

people from getting seriously hurt or possibly not with us anymore. Councilman 

Cizl asked on the fire alarms do they have the carbon monoxide also? Mayor Bring 

answered I believe they have both. They might just have smoke detectors. *Motion 

by Cizl/Second by Kovach to accept the report. Yeas All./LAW DIRECTOR 

REPORT: Law Director Graves advised on the progress on the CRA – I did 

receive a draft of the housing study today and it looks pretty good and hopefully 

we will get a final draft together and get that to you for your approval very soon. 

Then we will be able to start offering tax incentives for new businesses that want to 

construct here in Sheffield Lake. I did receive word today that the county 

incentives, our reimbursement for the Solid Waste for the new equipment that will 

go on the bike trail; the 2 informational kiosk’s, the benches and the recycle 

receptacles. So those are purchased and we have them in a reimbursement type 

grant and that was sent out today. So we will be receiving that funding and the 

state will be sending us our funding for the actual construction of the bike trail – 

that grant money is on its way as well. I would like to touch on the legislation and 

there is one other issue that I wanted to spend just a little time presenting. You 

have before you Council#050 which is the annual resolution accepting the millage 

for the City of Sheffield Lake; the inside and outside millage as set forth by the 

county of all of our levies. This is something that we do each year. Then 

Council#051 as mentioned by Mrs. Stark – the Ohio Revised Code requires that 

when the city has personal property that is not needed, it is obsolete and not needed 

for municipal purpose that it can be disposed of by an act of the legislative body so 

it requires this resolution before the Police can dispose of it. They cleaned out their 

basement and you have a hand written inventory attached of all the stuff. The 

overwhelming majority of these items no longer function, they are just antiquated 

and not working anymore for whatever reason have accumulated in the basement 

and the Safety Committee has recommended that for your attention tonight. I 

wanted to touch on an issue that I have been pursuing for a little while now and I 

think it is time that I bring it to a public discussion and that is in regard to Avon 

Lake Municipal Court. As many of you are probably aware recently the Avon Lake 

Municipal Court went from a part-time court to a full-time court. They have 

always been historically a part-time court and presently that court serves Avon, 

Avon Lake and Sheffield Village. We send our cases to the Lorain Municipal 

Court and the Lorain Municipal Court is the City of Lorain and they also include 

Sheffield Township and the City of Sheffield Lake. 99% of the cases in Lorain are 

Lorain City cases and with the expansion of the Avon Lake Municipal Court to 
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full-time I think that the time is right to start discussion of Sheffield Lake‘s cases 

going to Avon Lake Municipal Court. I have had some preliminary discussions 

with the Avon Lake Court Staff and they think it is a great idea and they would 

welcome Sheffield Lake. So just putting it out there for discussion and we will 

continue to pursue that. This would take an act in the State General Assembly, the 

territorial jurisdiction of the Courts as set forth in the Ohio Revised Code so it 

would take 2 provisions for that to be changed; one – taking Sheffield Lake out of 

the jurisdiction of Lorain and then putting us into the jurisdiction of Avon Lake. So 

just putting that out there for discussion purposes and I would be happy to answer 

any questions. President Rosso asked you don’t have to answer this right now but 

what would the advantage of doing that? Law Director Graves answered the 

advantage is that you would have a court that was functioning 2 days a week with 

3 communities is now going to be functioning 5 days a week. You have 3 other 

communities that are similarly situated to us and I think that we would come in as 

a fourth – more of an equal player. President Rosso asked do we save any money, 

do our cases get through any faster? Law Director Graves answered I don’t know, 

these things will have to be explored as far as efficiency. Councilman McCullough 

stated my biggest concern would be that it would have to co-inside with an election 

year of those court officials because we do elect our judges and I would not be 

comfortable making a switch unless our people get to speak on who their judge is 

going to be. So that would have to co-inside with whatever their next term 

elections are because our people have agreed to the judges we have in Lorain. 

Councilperson Stark asked if we decide we want to go through this, how fast are 

we talking about because you are talking about changing state – how long are they 

going to take to get back to us. What kind of time line would we look at? Law 

Director Graves answered the soonest this would even become serious discussion I 

think would be after the first of the year because you have some state 

representatives/state offices that are up for re-election currently. Currently the state 

senator is up for re-election and the state representative for the Avon Lake 

jurisdiction seat is an open seat currently. Once that election is through then we can 

start having serious discussion. Councilman McCullough stated I realize that the 

cases that we send to Lorain now, this wouldn’t get rid of our Mayors Court would 

it or could it? Law Director Graves answered that is an entirely separate 

discussion. *Motion by Kovach/Second by Cizl to accept the report. Yeas All.                                   

CITIZEN’S COMMENTARY:  

John Edwards; Avon Lake Press stated I just wanted to point out that the Cross 

Country Team has been using that trail and I guess an invitation has been relayed 

to them to attend the ribbon cutting which they are willing to do. Although their 

season ends after the State this week, so some will be on Basketball Teams and so 

forth and might not all be able to attend.  
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Kathy Debottis, 868 Lake Breeze stated this is a question regarding the Roads & 

Drains, since Lenny said that the folks that work there; they don’t want to do the 

roads – they don’t want to outsource it. I was just wondering what the time frame 

would be for starting like Maple/Forestlawn being as there is only 3 gentlemen that 

work on the roads. The ditches and that? President Rosso advised that was a 

specific ditch down Sheffield that they were talking about – not all the ditches on 

all the streets. Mrs. Debottis stated well Maple down over by Maple and then also 

in front of my Mom’s house on Forestlawn. Service Director Smith advised we 

were talking about the Sheffield ditch which is Day Ditch which runs from the 

railroad tracks on Holl northerly through Ferndale/behind Ferndale Park/across 

Ferndale/along the Bike Trail/by the Covered Bridge and out at the Jordan outfall. 

That is the one that we were specifically talking about. We do have a master plan 

on the ditches and we do the best we can. As specific as far as when – I don’t have 

an individual dates on that because it is a liquid schedule/with 3 guys like you had 

mentioned, it is a liquid schedule. Mrs. Debottis asked is there any thought in the 

future for hiring more guys then if we can’t outsource. Service Director Smith 

answered yes. Mrs. Debottis continued because every time it rains. Service 

Director Smith quickly advised everything costs money, you have to understand 

that. Everything has a costs and that is the bottom line in either spectrum whether 

you outsource – you still have to have the money. Whether you do it inside 

internally with employees you still have to have the money to pay them. Mrs. 

Debottis asked isn’t that why we granted that general fund so that a little bit of that 

could be funded out for that? Service Director Smith answered the levy does not 

support the roads as much as you think, we have our own road levy that does that. 

Mrs. Debottis stated the second thing that I wanted to talk about – for the new path 

that we just got, we would like to donate 4 pooch stands and we will supply the 

stands and all the garbage bags that need to go in them as long as we are here. 

Mayor Bring advised people have actually been carrying blue bags with them, it 

has been kind of nice with their dogs. Service Director Smith advised very nice of 

you guys – thank you. 

Andrea Stadnick. 922 Stark stated I would just like to know if there has been any 

reconsideration in the child safety sign? Service Director Smith answered not at 

this time. Mrs. Stadnick stated alright then I just wanted to state for the record that 

I believe for the removal of this sign is a negligent act on the part of the 

responsible officials and I would like to inquire if there is a appeal process or a 

procedure to see about this being reconsidered on the city level? Law Director 

Graves answered no the decision of whether to put that sign up would be with the 

Administration. Mrs. Stadnick stated well then I guess that I will just proceed, I 

will let you know I have filed a Americans with Disability Act complaint with the 

Ohio Department of Justice and I have an appointment tomorrow with the Lorain 
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County Prosecutor Civil Department but I was hoping not to go that route but I am 

very upset by this and I am going to proceed. I am not going to drop it or get over 

it to set some precedence for people to do when they have a problem. This is a very 

important thing and I believe whole-heartedly that it was wrong, it was a wrong 

action, it was not thought out and it is negligent. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.  

NEW BUSINESS: None.                                       

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  

Council#050 – EMERGENCY – a resolution accepting the amounts and rates as 

determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies 

and certifying them to the County Auditor and the declaring of an emergency. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Stark for SUSPENSION OF RULES: 

ROLL CALL FOR SUSPENSION OF RULES: Yeas All – Smith, Wtulich, Stark, 

Erdei, Cizl, Kovach, McCullough. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Stark for ADOPTION: 

ROLL CALL FOR ADOPTION: Yeas All – Cizl, McCullough, Erdei, Kovach, 

Stark, Wtulich, Smith. 

Resolution Passes#51-14  
Council#051 – EMERGENCY – an ordinance determining that municipal personal 

property of the City of Sheffield Lake Police Department is not needed for public 

use, is obsolete and unfit for the use for which it was acquired, that the property 

has no value and authorizing the Service Director to appropriately dispose of the 

property, and the declaring of an emergency. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Stark for SUSPENSION OF RULES: 

ROLL CALL FOR SUSPENSION OF RULES: Yeas All – Cizl, Erdei, 

McCullough, Smith, Wtulich, Kovach, Stark. 

Councilman McCullough asked the hp desktop computer not working – have we 

destroyed the hard drives in that to make sure that there are no tax records or any 

personal records on that? Law Director Graves answered yes, before the Police 

destroy that they make sure that they remove the hard drives.   

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Stark for ADOPTION: 

ROLL CALL FOR ADOPTION: Yeas All – Wtulich, Kovach, McCullough, Cizl, 

Smith, Stark, Erdei.  

Ordinance Passes#52-14    

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT: None.                                     

       

MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this council, Motion 

by Kovach/Second by Stark to adjourn at 7:46 PM. Yeas All. 
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CLERK OF COUNCIL AFFIRMATION: This Meeting Of The City Council Of 

The City Of Sheffield Lake, Ohio Was Held And Conducted Under All Rules And 

Regulations Governing The Sunshine Laws Of The State Of Ohio As They May 

Apply. All meetings are recorded and available in council offices. 

 

________________________________ ______________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL/COMMITTEES COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Kay Fantauzzi     Rick Rosso 

 

       and/or 

 

       ______________________________ 

       COUNCIL PRO TEM 

       Alan Smith 
I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Council 

of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that 

this is a true and exact copy of the Minutes of 

COUNCIL of October 14, 2014.    ______________________________ 

MAYOR 

Dennis Bring 


