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Minutes of the Roads, Drains, Water, Sewer & Refuse 

City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio 

January 6, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Roads, Drains, Water, Sewer& Refuse Committee was 

held Monday, January 6, 2014. Chairman Cizl called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM. 

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: 

Present:       Cizl, Rosso, Smith, Kovach, McCullough, Erdei, Wtulich, Mayor Bring, 

Law Director Graves  

Absent: Councilperson Stark, Service Director Smith (excused) 

Attending: Concerned Citizens 

 

*Motion by McCullough/Second by Erdei to accept the minutes of the December 2, 

2013 meeting with any corrections. Yeas All. 

CORRESPONDENCE: None. 

PRESENTATIONS: None. 

SEWER CREDITS/UNPAID CHARGES FOR TAX DUPLICATE: *Motion by 

McCullough/Second by Kovach to approve the submission of the list of unpaid water 

bills in the amount of $2,259.12 to the county for the tax duplicate. Yeas All. 

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Mayor Bring reported on water breaks, I 

believe we have one right now again but we have had one almost every day in the last 

2 weeks. We are having them in places that we haven’t had previously. A lot of times 

we had them on Lake Breeze but we haven’t had very many there lately but we have 

been having them on East Drive and West Drive and now we are having them on the 

east side of town – Gayle Drive and over there. There is no rhythm or reason for this 

but it has been pretty stressful on the guys. When you are working outside in weather 

like this, it is not fun. Just a note – the garbage pick-up which is supposed to be city 

wide tomorrow is going to be delayed by 1 day, it is going to be on Wednesday due 

to the very cold weather with the diesel trucks. They don’t want to run with the guys 

so it is going to be a Wednesday pickup. So if everybody starts screaming and yelling 

that their trash is not picked up, they are going to get there on Wednesday. The 

parking ban and the snow ban – we made up about 250 warning notices that we put in 

zip-lock baggies and have been passing those around the city. We have probably 

passed out 150 of those. Snow ban, I think we did probably 36 again last night. There 

was a misconception of once the street is plowed or if it is being plowed that they are 

allowed to park on it. I don’t if anybody reads the paper or anything but in the Lorain 

Journal today, the City of Lorain is now going to tow cars because they could not 

clean they’re streets because of all the cars that were parked on they’re streets. So 

overall, we have been doing pretty well, we have been doing pretty well and the 
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amount of time for plowing the streets has been cut down dramatically because of the 

cars not being on the streets. It is still a problem and we still have the overnight 

parking which we are going to continue to warn until January 15th at which time we 

will start ticketing. Depending on the weather and how all this all works, we do need 

to address this. We had come to you guys recently about the water issue with some of 

the billing for which we did have a meeting. Five of us sat down the other day and 

went over all that but we still haven’t come to a conclusion of what exactly is going 

on but I will come to you with a detailed report here in the next probably month but a 

lot has to do with the economy and the foreclosurer’s and not getting paid for some of 

the water and the other part is that a lot of the water breaks and some of the other 

issues that we have found out that it actually affects our city more then we thought. 

There are some other issues with the billing because of when we gave $2.00 back, we 

took $2.00 away and all this and that – it all has to do with the computer that has to 

recognize that from CMI who does all the billing and when it does that the computer 

only recognizes one thing and I am being very vague here but you almost have to fool 

the  computer to make it go out and bill. So when we are doing estimating which is 

2/3 of the city most of the time we have to send that to CMI and CMI has to confuse 

the computer about how the billing goes out so it is kind of a mess. We sat for 2-1/2 

hours and discussed this but we are going to call CMI and sit down with them and try 

to straighten that portion of it out but there is still several other things that we have to 

look at. Through billing and what the amount is and there is also a costs of what us as 

a city to go out for our guys as manpower. If you got 3 or 4 guys out every day, you 

got fuel costs, there is a number of costs that we don’t know if it is all factored into it. 

This goes back to when we had former Service Director Bill Gardner in here and 

there was an issue with Avon Lake. They had a small issue where part of it wasn’t 

getting billed enough and we were counting on that and that was escalating the 

amount of money that we didn’t have to get billed for and that went away when they 

put they’re pumps in over there. So now they’re pumps are much more accurate so 

we are not gaining anything from that, so there is a whole litany of things that we 

have been going over to find out exactly what is wrong. You all look confused and I 

am telling you I was just as confused as you are but we made graphs and charts – the 

whole nine yards but there is still a lot more to go over but the guys with all the water 

breaks and everything else; we haven’t had a chance to narrow it down completely 

but I will after this weather breaks here. Then we can sit down with more details and I 

will probably bring Pat in here to give you a synopsis of what he found too. It is 

interesting to say the least but we need to correct it because we should be gaining 

quite a bit in revenue but we are not. We are actually losing some money. The street 

plowing, again we have had a very big episode for which we went through a lot of 

salt. We still aren’t salting as much as we were, we had 4 trucks out the other day and 

2 of the trucks broke down and we had another breakdown yesterday – about a 

$6,000.00 break on the one and the other one was a simple fix and that was about a 
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$400.00 fix. But again we are trying to do the best we can as far as clearing the roads, 

everybody has to be a little patient and then just the fact of manpower alone. Like 

today we had I think 3 guys over there, everybody else called off and that makes it 

difficult. Councilman McCullough asked how much do we pay CMI to create the 

setting? Mayor Bring answered part of it is their problem we think but it also has to 

do with the computer and kind of what we have done. Our city is kind of unique 

because of the estimating, we need to get the radio read meters in here that we would 

be able to do the whole city in one episode. That is probably the majority of the 

problem and that will solve a lot of the problems. Obviously that costs money, I was 

waiting to find out if we were going to get money back from the Avon Lake thing but 

we are finding out that that is not true. That is part of the problem, you have a 

computer just like at home where if you go punch something into the computer and it 

is not right it is not going to accept it. Councilman McCullough stated but they knew 

that issue that we had with our city and estimating with the old software. Mayor 

Bring answered I agree with you and I do have Lisa looking into that and she also 

agrees with that we just got to figure out when we go to them what the issue is and 

how we are going to fix it. We discussed it as an anomaly; when we punched in this it 

was reading this and it is a whole episode of different numbers and how it was 

calculated. The old Service Director had a number down there of how many gallons 

that we were being charged and I told you about that. Well that number for some 

reason was not true, even though that number was printed in several of the documents 

that we have after going back through that. Why he did that we don’t know. Like I 

said the meeting was one thing but we have been looking at this for couple of months 

– 3 months now. We are going to bring them in and if that is the problem then we are 

going to have to look which that is partly the problem but there is also other issues. 

Councilman McCullough asked so we do owe Avon Lake for that water, that was 

correct? Mayor Bring answered yes. Councilman McCullough stated as far as we 

know. Mayor Bring answered yes. Like I said when we get it all said and done then I 

will explain everything  but it is not easy. Councilman Erdei aske on this snow ban, is 

there anyway that we can notify people of when it is okay to park in the street. I don’t 

know how the other city’s do it but a lot of people? Mayor Bring answered okay 

Mark we passed out 7500 literatures, we put it in every newspaper, we did on the 

radio about the levy and nobody understood that so you tell me. We are trying to 

update the website, I have got somebody working on that. We got Debbie Suarez as 

far as going on Facebook and the ordinance reads 2 inches or falling – basically if it 

starts snowing get off the streets and it has been like that since 1979 and I don’t know 

what else to say. There are signs up in the city and have been up in the city forever, 

they want us to put them up on each and every street and I am not going to do that. 

Chairman Cizl stated I don’t think is the 2 inches, I think everyone wants to know 

when their allowed to park on the street. You know, once the streets are cleared? 

Mayor Bring answered when the streets are plowed they have to go back and then 
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they have to do the corners and everything else so the guys still have to get down 

with the trucks. Like this last episode they were calling for 8 to 10 inches of snow last 

night and now we got all that rain so we didn’t get all the snow. I had a guy out there 

at 1 o’clock this morning out plowing the streets, nobody heard that but he was out 

there last night. Then we had another guy come in at I think 4 o’clock this morning 

and he was out there. Again if the cars are there, we can’t do anything about it. Now 

if this weather lets up here and by Thursday if it warms up then we will probably 

release the snow ban. They still go back even after it warms up a little bit to get the 

rest of that slush and everything off the street because then it gets mushy and you 

can’t get down it. Then they are calling about the street being un-passable. President 

Rosso asked so there is still a snow ban in effect? Mayor Bring answered for right 

now. Councilman McCullough stated but the one thing that I think is common sense 

and you would think it is common sense, even if the snow ban was lifted we now 

have a parking ordinance that says you can’t park in the street from 2 am to 6 am – 

just leave them in your driveway. It is not rocket science – why do people need to 

fight that, they can’t get past that 2 to 6 am thing. I don’t know what it is. Mayor 

Bring advised we have gotten a lot of calls on that and the warnings and stuff. I  

drove around Saturday and I drove around Friday night and also on Sunday – there 

were numerous cars that were still out and they all had the warnings on their 

windshields. Councilman McCullough stated there is that one car that parks on 

Knickerbocker about ½ way up, I see it every morning at 5:30 still sitting there. 

Mayor Bring stated but again we are still not ticketing that so it is still a warning for 

that part of it. Then I have had several people calling in and asking what that was all 

about and I had to explain the whole thing of this was passed and of course then there 

is the when and why. So far they are going to call the Senator and the state 

representative, the Attorney General and they are going to sue me so far. That is what 

I have been dealing with. The website is going to be updated with all that information 

and we are working on all of that. That has been lax but we do have a couple of 

people that said they will help us out. Chairman Cizl stated if I could speak for 

myself here, I knew the parking ban from 2 to 6 in the morning is the current issue 

and we have our issues with that but I really believe the snow ban thing is one of 

those things that the community just doesn’t understand – it is an educational thing 

and part of education is communication and we are all struggling with that because 

people even buy newspapers anymore. So how to communicate to the community, I 

don’t think they are intentionally going back out after you see a snowplow go down 

the street – great let’s show the city. I think they are just not thinking, they just don’t 

understand. Mayor Bring advised no they do it intentionally trust me. We have the 

same warnings on 3 or 4 cars. Chairman Cizl agreed I believe there are some, I 

believe some are great they plowed so now I can park there. There is some like that 

though, I am not discounting that. Councilman McCullough asked Mark when did 

you start teaching in the school system? Chairman Cizl answered in 77. Councilman 
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McCullough stated so you remember the blizzards? Chairman Cizl answered yes. 

Councilman McCullough stated you remember the pictures in the paper of the people 

whose cars were buried on the streets for weeks at a time because they never moved 

them off of the street and they were screaming because the trucks would make one 

pass and that was it. That is when that snow ban went into effect. Chairman Cizl 

stated I understand that, I don’t know. I understand the snow ban, I just think there is 

some people that just think great I can park in the street again. Mayor Bring stated 

every city around us is doing the same thing, they are struggling with the same thing 

we are. It is just unique with our city. Look at Lorain right now, they are frustrated – 

they can’t get down the streets, they are towing cars out. Chairman Cizl stated I think 

that is okay. Mayor Bring stated I don’t want to tow anybody’s car but they are going 

to pay $25.00, we had one guy that didn’t come in and pay for how long since 

December. Chairman Cizl stated I understand and I agree, I think there is just some 

people that just don’t think. I am hoping that we can find a way to communicate. 

Mayor Bring stated you figure with 250 of those notifications, we have about 75 to 

100 of them left – that is quite a few that have been past out so the word has to be 

getting around. Then like I said last night we gave out 36 more tickets and you 

shouldn’t have had to give out 36 more tickets. If you have passed out close to 175 

warnings and then you are still passing out tickets. Chairman Cizl advised probably 

the best way to communicate is the water bills. Mayor Bring advised we did that. 

Chairman Cizl advised I know but I think that is the one way that we can saturate the 

community that everybody is going to get - if they read it. Mayor Bring advised this 

is the second time I have put it on the water bill. Councilman McCullough stated with 

the water bills, weren’t we allowed to put in or stuff our own information if we put it 

in there? Mayor Bring answered we did it on the last one. Councilman McCullough 

stated I am saying actually stuff it in the envelope with the bill. Mayor Bring stated 

we print it right on the water bill. Councilman McCullough stated no I am saying like 

when you get your gas bill, you get all that other extra stuff. What if in October, we 

put our snow ban, here’s why, here’s common sense – snow then keep your car off 

the street. Mayor Bring advised I did buy more signs and we are putting more signs 

up but it doesn’t make any difference. If I could them on every street, it still wouldn’t 

make any difference. On Knickerbocker the other day I would bet you there was 25 

cars parked on that big snow and our guys plowed around it, so then the police went 

down there and moved them all. You could just go down the line and see where every 

one of those cars were and that was when we had the big snow. President Rosso 

asked a snow ban is in effect when there is 2 inches of snow within a 24 hour period? 

Mayor Bring advised on the ground. President Rosso stated there can’t be 2 inches of 

snow in the last couple of days, it was warm on this weekend and it didn’t snow last 

night to amount to anything did it? Mayor Bring answered we had an inch and a half 

of snow last night with what we already had on the roads and the guys were out 

plowing. Everybody watches TV – they were calling for 8 to 10 inches so why would 
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you leave your car on the street. Although we didn’t get it but why would you take 

the chance? It is the same thing that happened last time because the big snow we had 

everybody knew it was coming but they still left all the cars out there. Councilman 

Smith stated a lot of people do understand the snow ban, the only problem is you 

have no way of letting them know when it is lifted. You are the one that makes the 

decision. Mayor Bring answered I don’t have to, it is automatic. Councilman Smith 

stated I am saying you make the decision when it is over, we have no means of letting 

anybody know when it is. So they don’t know when it is or when it isn’t. Mayor 

Bring asked what paper would you like me to put it in that everybody is going to 

read. Chairman Cizl stated there isn’t – it isn’t you. Councilman Smith stated what I 

am saying is that that is where the confusion is, you just don’t when you can and 

when you can’t so what do they do they just call the police department and say is the 

snow ban lifted? There was a brief discussion with no resolution to the problem.                                                        

OLD BUSINESS: 

Ditch cleanings; Day Ditch by Holl/Shoemaker Ditch – north of Richelieu, east side 

by Buckeye – None.  

     

NEW BUSINESS: None. 

Romolo Debottis, 868 Lake Breeze stated on the parking – Lake Breeze, we have 

never been allowed to park on the street. So my personal opinion the way to settle it, I 

grew up in a community called Brook Park Ohio and there was no snow ban because 

after 2 o’clock no one was allowed on the street. It didn’t matter if it was winter, 

summer or fall – no one was allowed on the street. The section was that if you had a 

breakdown or you had to stay on the street, call the police department and give them 

your plate number then you didn’t get ticketed. You couldn’t do that all the time but 

also to I have to comment that I think as a city we have kind of caused this problem in 

a way that I don’t know if we still do this or not. A lot of these small ranches, the city 

at one time was populated mostly with those small ranches, the garages were able to 

be converted into living space. So now they can’t park a car in a garage so you have 

to park in the driveway, well that limits one extra space there. If we still do that as a 

city I don’t think that a garage should ever be converted into living space, it should 

stay a garage. Every time we do that, we are taking away one space that a car can go 

into to get living space. Water bills and this may help – how many people do we have 

coming in and out of the city, as far as moving in and moving out. Do we have any 

numbers on that? Mayor Bring answered no but could probably get that and break it 

down to be honest with you but the problem is a lot of the foreclosures they are here 

one day and then they are gone and we don’t realize that until later. The other 

problem is with renters, they will skate out too. Mr. Debottis stated if we were to pass 

an ordinance where they move into the city, it is a $500.00 deposit on the water bill. 

That stays in a fund, if they move the new person has to pay $500.00, if it is a renter 

(purchase property to rent out) then it is a $1000.00 deposit on the water bill. I don’t 
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think you would have much argument there and it will take a while for that catch up, 

it may take 5 years or 10 years as I don’t know what the influx is as far as in and out. 

But if you had that deposit, if you want to move in this city it is $500.00. While they 

are paying $5000.00 in closing costs, that is part of the whole situation. That gets put 

in a fund and it stays there and it is going to be there continuously. If anyone runs 

more then a $500.00 water bill, that would be pretty rare so you are always going to 

have your money. We had some commercial property in Lodi and we were told 

$500.00 for the water bill, they said you want to live here or you want to rent here it 

is $500.00. In turn then we leased the property out, the guy that leased it had to pay 

$500.00. No if ands or buts and he said hey if you want to lease our property it is 

$500.00. It is either you do it or you don’t and they are not going to turn on the 

water. It is plain and simple, again people moving into this city – I don’t think you 

can do it to the people that already live there but if you pass an ordinance it is 

$500.00 and the realtor will tell them Sheffield Lake has a $500.00 deposit on their 

water bill. Councilman McCullough noted we do that now with the sidewalks. Mr. 

Debottis stated also to with the snow plows, would it be wise when it gets bad like 

that to have a list of sub-contractors? Mayor Bring answered we can’t do it. Mr. 

Debottis stated the last thing is if you are going to stay with the snow ban, who owns 

the sign at Shoreway – the digital sign? Mayor Bring answered that is Apple’s. Mr. 

Debottis stated the Community Center digital sign? Mayor Bring answered that’s 

ours but tonight and tomorrow night the Civic Center will be open 24 hours in case 

there is families that their heat goes out. But yes we can do that. Councilman Erdei 

advised we have Council meetings advertised across there and you see what happens 

with our attendance for those. You have to catch it when it is saying it. Mayor Bring 

stated it is a good idea and it is simple. Councilman McCullough stated I think the 

fact is Mark people saying we are not communicating enough, when you say check 

the Community Center sign if you can’t get a hold of anybody. You can put it in the 

paper all you want but if they don’t read that part of the paper it is the same thing as 

not reading that part of the sign. As far as Mr. Debottis sharing of the deposit on the 

water bill, we take escrow right now for our sidewalks. I don’t know how difficult it 

would be to set up, I mean it would have to go through Ordinance and everything but 

we would probably have to have an account. I don’t know what Tammy would have to 

do because I am sure any deposit. Mayor Bring stated just hand it right to the 

Building Inspector because the Building Inspector is the one for inspections and 

permits. Councilman McCullough stated yes but don’t you get the money back when 

you move? Mrs. Debottis stated no you don’t get the money back until you change the 

name over to someone else. You don’t even get that back, they take your last payment 

out of that. Councilman Smith stated you know you have entrance ways into the city 

with the signs, you can put something on there – snow ban in effect. Have you ever 

seen the – I think Avon Lake has them, they are sort of like a sign that folds in half. 
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Councilman McCullough stated Bay Village puts out sandwich boards. There was a 

brief discussion on noted suggestions.           

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this committee, 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Erdei to adjourn at 7:46 PM. Yeas All. 

CLERK OF COMMITTEE AFFIRMATION: This meeting of the City Committee 

of the City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio was held and conducted under all Rules and 

Regulations Governing The Sunshine Laws of the State of Ohio as they may apply.  

All meetings are recorded and available in Council’s Offices. 

 

______________________________           ___________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL     COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

Kay Fantauzzi      Mark Cizl 

         

___________________________ 

        COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

        Rick Rosso 
I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Committee 

Of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that this is        

A true and exact copy of the Minutes of the Roads &   and/or  

Drains Committee of January 6, 2014.         
             

        ___________________________ 

        COUNCIL PRO TEM 

        Alan Smith   


