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Minutes of the Roads, Drains, Water, Sewer & Refuse 

City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio 

 May 5, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Roads, Drains, Water, Sewer & Refuse Committee was 

held Monday, May 5, 2014. Chairman Cizl called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: 

Present:       Cizl, Kovach, McCullough, Smith, Erdei, Wtulich, Stark, Service 

Director Smith  

Absent: President Rosso and Mayor Bring (excused) 

Attending: Concerned Citizens 

 

*Motion by McCullough/Second by Kovach to accept the minutes of the April 7, 

2014 meeting with any corrections. Yeas All. 

CORRESPONDENCE: None. 

PRESENTATIONS: None. 

SEWER CREDITS/UNPAID CHARGES FOR TAX DUPLICATE: None.  

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Service Director Smith reported I have a few 

things; the bid opening for the annual bid will be tomorrow at 10 am. The bid close 

was Friday, May 2 at 10 am and afterwards we will be getting the pricing that we 

talked about. So we will know who is doing what tomorrow for sure. The Road 

Department is currently working on a stormwater project and a cross-over connection 

over on Maplewood right at the Ferndale intersection just north of it to the elevation 

crest which is about 4 houses south of Ivanhoe. It is where the elevation of the 

property is higher and on one side of the house it flows north and the other side of the 

house it flows south because the yards come up and everything is done that way. This 

has been an on-going problem for several years now, as a matter of fact it is one of 

the first things I heard about were the residents complaining over there that the ditch 

ran south and across the street and then ran north to Ivanhoe. Well when I first heard 

about it that is how it was working but then over the last several years it stopped 

working. When they put the Ferndale project in it didn’t work and what happens is all 

those houses their ditches fill up with water and it just sits there because the elevation 

crest is high as you go north. So what we did is we are putting in catch basins on both 

sides and we are tying it into the Ferndale storm sewer. We had our first heavy rain 

the other day and to see dry ditches the residents were ecstatic. We are looking 

forward to finishing that up here, it is kind of important and it is just another good 

thing and it is going to affect probably about 12 to 15 residents in a positive manner. 

In the Sewer Department, we have had a really big problem; out of Pump Station#1 

over on Dillewood and Hawthorne and Tennyson which is our last pump station 
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before it goes to Lorain. Raw sewage goes to Lorain via 2 forced mains, one that was 

put in 1959 and the other one that was put in back in the early 70’s during pump 

station upgrade. We normally, when we are really flooding we run both forced mains. 

They go to manholes along the railroad tracks to a Lorain connector right there at 

Root Road. We had a break in a forced main right around the bend in front of the 

pump station, we dug it up and we repaired it – it kept raining and 2 days later it blew 

again 20-feet away going up the line away from the pump station. We dug it and 

fixed it which is very deep by the pump station by the way, we had to use trench 

boxes each time – really deep, it is down like 12-feet. Then we buttoned up the 

second one, fired up the pumps and we noticed we were having an issue with the 

pumps cycling. We had some intermittent stuff going on. So I had Firelands Electric 

come out and their pump station guru impression is maybe we are having a problem 

with back pressure from the pumps cycling on and off like that instead of real slow. 

So then we have the hole opened to repair the third hole and I got Bramhall (city 

engineer) down there who came in and went through with his experience and he had 

us cut off a sleeve of the pipe so he can look and determine if we have what they call 

– it is where the sand and the silt abrasively round out and make the bottom of the 

pipe thinner then what is normal because it is pushing sand along with it. At that time 

we kind of said well we got to worry about – this is a forced main, in other words 

there is no manholes on this pipe. It runs all the way into the woods into 1 manhole 

along the railroad tracks, so it is straight buried pipe. We shut that whole line down, 

we are running the other pipes/forced main. At this point we got the camera out and 

we decided that we have either a restriction in the line pushing stone and silt down 

the line to the forced main and it is back-feeding or we have a break somewhere in 

the line which has allowed dirt to come in somewhere and we can’t see no exterior 

hole above on the surface to tell us what is going on where. So they camera-ed a 1000 

feet, we ran the camera out as far as we could go which got us half way through the 

second section. We are going to – what they worked on today was cutting the sleeve 

for Bramhall and then we are going to dig another hole before we fill this one. So we 

will dig another hole just inside the woods where the new pavement ends down at the 

south end of Devonshire and then we will run the camera north 1000 feet and I think 

it looks to be about 800 feet to the mark where 1000 is and then we will run it 1000 

feet through the woods. We are either going to find an obstruction or we are not. If 

we don’t find an obstruction then we have got a big problem on our hands that you 

guys are going to have to be aware of. We are going to have to talk about replacement 

as soon as possible of that second forced main. If not and we have a clog by all means 

then we can get in there and fix it. If it turns out to be a cycling problem on the 

pumps that is something that we will work with the engineer on trying to soften the 

engagement at the pumps as they pump up. You got to remember if the lines got stuff 

in them and that water pumps in, it is a lot of friction in the pipe. So that is kind of 

where we are at. Now the reason that I brought this up and I wanted you to totally 
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understand it is because prices like this are usually capital improvements. There is 

different technics they use for replacing the pipe; there is side-boring, stream-line 

boring through the side, sleeving and bursting. At this point, we don’t know what we 

are going to get prices on, I can tell you just the excavation or the pipe replacement 

runs like $15.00 a foot, somewhere in that range. That is the total off the wall 

estimate that I received and that does not include what your obstacles are and all the 

other things that you run into. Aprons, driveways and it depends on how you do it. So 

we don’t know yet what we are into but we will because this week we will have it 

cleared up all the way to the tracks at least knowing what is what. Councilman 

McCullough stated the manhole, you said it goes to 1 manhole out by the tracks. 

Service Director Smith answered yes it is a forced main manhole that is bolted shut. 

Councilman McCullough asked are you allowed to open it up? Service Director 

Smith answered yes they already have, they have already been down there. 

Councilman McCullough asked then what is it doing there? Service Director Smith 

answered nothing except for air. Councilman McCullough stated so somewhere 

between three and our pump station? Service Director Smith answered yes except that 

it is blowing air and then the air stops. So when the pumps go on, looking in the 

manhole you will hear the air come rushing and all of a sudden it stops. Bramhall has 

run into this a lot, he wanted us to check our disks in our check valves because we 

have check valves in the pump station and the check valves keep the water from 

back-filling up the sumps when the pumps shut-off just like a sump pump. The disks 

are like yay big and it is possible – we were kind of thinking that maybe we got a disk 

caught in the line. Although it should clear but if there is stones and rocks in there 

maybe it is holding up the bottom of the disks and when the pumps come on the 

water starts to flow then it flips that disks up. We don’t know yet but once we run the 

camera then we will have a better idea of what is what. I just wanted to bring that up 

to you because we haven’t replaced a sanitary line let alone a forced main since 1971 

when Eckenrode did it for the city. He ran the other one which runs down Dorchester, 

it is bigger – we got 12 and 8. Councilman McCullough stated we increased the water 

bill 2 years ago. Service Director Smith advised for capital improvement money, we 

have good capital improvement money – we have the money there, we won’t have a 

problem paying for it. That is exactly what it is for but I wanted you guys to be 

aware. When Bramhall started talking, one of things he talked about was possible 

pump replacements because the new pumps – they found out what these pump station 

timing and these new pumps start out real slow at a small rpm and then over a period 

of like 7 or 8 seconds they slowly speed up to they’re rate in rpm’s. They don’t go on 

like a blower motor and then shut-off. The other thing that they are doing at pump 

stations too is they are looking at keeping a little pump line separately all the time 

that is always flowing water through that forced main. So there are all kinds of 

different things that we will look at of course when Bramhall finds out what is what. 

But maybe we just have a leak or a break and we got stuff coming in somewhere and 
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it is being pushed down but it is coming in quickly. We won’t know until we get the 

camera-ing done. Chairman Cizl stated you are talking about the tracks at the south 

end of Devonshire, are we talking storm sewer or sanitary? Service Director Smith 

answered sanitary only. We have 2 lines out of the pump station and it goes down 

Dorchester all the way to the tracks and the other one goes to a sealed manhole and 

the other one goes down Devonshire all the way to the tracks. There is no manholes 

or inspection covers or anything along the way. It is straight buried pipe and the 

manholes are actually bolted down because they are pressure sealed. Councilman 

Erdei asked what is the diameter on those things – 12? Service Director Smith 

answered 12 and 8. Councilman Erdei asked in front of my place? Service Director 

Smith answered those are just sanitary lines. It depends on the load and how many 

different houses or streets are hooked up – that determines the size of the pipe. Some 

have 12 clay, some have 8’s – it all depends; the standard is 8. Councilman Smith 

asked you say 2 lines? Is one like a back-up when the pump goes down. We have 2 

lines going into 1 on one of the forced mains and then we have 2 lines going into I 

believe the second one except it is right there at the pump station. So that is what is 

confusing about it. We have 4 pumps in the pump station; 1 & 2/3 & 4  - 1 & 2 go to 

one forced main and 3 & 4 go to the other forced main. The way it works is – we 

have a lot of sewage and we have a lot of water and we are pumping full blast, 1 

pump out of the first 2 goes on and pumps its well down. The well is the area where 

the water is collected down in the basement – it pumps it down. As soon as that drops 

down, the water level comes back up. As that sewage level comes back up then pump 

3 kicks in and pumps and then goes into the other forced main. What it does is it 

allows the time for that stuff to gravity drain after it gets past the height and to go 

through there. That is what they call pump timing. When we have a heavy, heavy rain 

with a lot of I&I inflow, you have heard the term “manage the pump stations” so 

what they are doing is talking to each other and they are turning the pumps on and 

running 2 at one time and shutting them off and then running the other 2 at the other 

end at one time – doing it manually so that we get twice the amount going out of the 

pump station to the next one. They either work automatically or we can run them 

manually. The new stuff is all computerized. Right now our guys know how to 

manually run the pump stations and that is kind of how they go back and forth and 

turn this one on and know how it affects that. Now the model that Bramhall did, this 

modeling that we had done was probably one of the best things we could have ever 

had done. It is pretty much done on the sanitary sewer system. It can tell us 

everything, how one thing - a broken pump goes down how it is going to affect the 

other 2 pump stations. So there is a lot of data that we are going to be getting here 

real soon just from the modeling. I have been in contact with the second company 

concerning radio reads and water metering systems. We will schedule a time for them 

to come in and I will be bringing that information to you guys. I am going to bring 

this up because I think it is important so you guys understand no matter how you feel 
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about Allied Waste. Some hate it and some feel they are adequate, it is really not 

Allied Waste – it is Republic Services. Allied Waste doesn’t exist. The Mayor, David 

and I met with Republic Services Dave Kidder this past week and I discussed various 

issues effecting Sheffield Lake. I think this meeting was very positive and right off 

the bat we got 2 more lidded dumpsters for free just to help us with cardboards and 

recyclables over at the Water Department which we will be putting them out. I just 

wanted to let you know, when you think about all the stuff/the negative – even if it 

comes out on me I try to inform you about some of the problems because your 

constituents are the ones calling you and saying I had this problem. So I like you to 

be aware of what is going on. Republic Services on our end is very receptive to 

helping us as much as they can and they have established a lot of help with us. Before 

I got sick they negated 27 – 40 yard dumpsters for free for the City of Sheffield Lake 

that we used. They pick up branches and they do extra pick-ups after storms. All we 

have to do is ask them, they are helping us with the lid issues which now the EPA is 

making all the cities cover they’re dumpsters and it has turned into a big deal. So 

having that meeting with Republic Services turned out to be very good and we still 

discussed some of the problems, we discussed the contract and we discussed where 

cities are going from here. But I just wanted you to know that we told them we did 

have several issues and he addressed them right then and there that is how responsive 

they are. I am going to give them a little plug because it is important. Councilman 

Erdei asked did you find out how many dumpsters they are going to have for us for 

Pride Day? Service Director Smith answered Pride Day I am signed up for up to 9 – 

40 yarders plus the new 12 yard top cover out front; a blue one which is next to the 

green one. I am supposed to have another 12 yarder square box – big one. If 

everything works out well we will have 9 to fill up. I don’t think we have ever filled 9 

– we always average 7 or 8 was the max. That was actually through another division 

of Republic that works with the county on Pride Day and Keep America Beautiful 

Days. This is Roads, Drains, Water, and Refuse – some other things that are pretty 

cool about Pride Days and about events like this. I think David has gotten us 

$9000.00 in solid waste money, it looks like we are going to be getting which we can 

use recyclable plywood or stuff and things like that. The county has developed and 

taken Pride Day a little further and developed what they call caps with trailers and 

these individual trailers I think they got 4 of them, they outfit them with what you 

need. So if you have a volunteer group; like 20 kids or Brownie Troop or something 

that wants to do a project on a certain day – the county comes out and delivers a 

trailer and they are outfitted with gloves, shovels, water, mowers, tillers, pressure 

washers or whatever you need to aid in the volunteering. That is something new that 

the county and Lorain County Solid Waste is just starting. They have also worked up 

different relationships with Goodwill. Goodwill is taking a big hand in helping Pride 

Day. I just got an email today saying if we want any boxes for electronics, they will 

supply electronic boxes to collect electronics instead of just throwing them away. The 
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County doesn’t have an electronics recycling program yet but that is all coming. So 

Goodwill is taking up the slack with a lot of different issues too. There is these cool 

things that the county is doing with Pride Day. I hope we will do well. I have gotten 4 

groups who are actively asking to help with us; the Karate Dance Studio kids, 

Brownie Troop kids, First Baptist Church next door and there is 1 more but I can’t 

remember. It will be a big help with what we will be doing for the residents. 

Councilperson Stark stated I have been getting calls about a light pole that has 

disappeared off of Lynne or Gayle, apparently it is pretty dark – they said there was 

issues with it but now it is gone. Service Director Smith advised how that works just 

so everyone knows – the Police Department in their normal rounds since they go 

through the whole city. When they see a street light out, they call Annie the next 

morning or leave a note for the Dispatcher and they add it onto a list that Annie gets. 

Once every 2 weeks or a month depending on how many – Annie calls it in and then 

they come out and they fix them. Clerk Fantauzzi advised you can actually go online 

as a resident and report it. Chairman Cizl stated in regards to the storm sewers, if you 

can explain Len the South Avenue that was done last summer. Residents ask me, it 

looks like the catch basin is higher because 1 side is dry and the other side is full and 

it looks like the catch basin is high. The one that you guys put in on the south side of 

South Avenue. Service Director Smith advised that one was there, I am unaware that 

it is a new catch basin. On Oliver there is a catch basin and then 2 streets farther east 

there is a catch basin and that is the one that sticks about this far out of the water – is 

that the 1 that you are talking about. I don’t know why it is but I can tell what it is 

doing because I was there, when the ditch gets really swamped the water level comes 

up and then it goes into that catch basin. When that level gets down, it stops going 

into that catch basin and then it starts flowing into the ditch line if the grade is right. 

Tomcod Tree Service came in last summer and removed the trees down on the east 

end of that ditch where it goes into the Lake Breeze storm sewer, there is a hole right 

there at the bottom that is down pretty deep – you can see it if you look into it. I don’t 

necessarily think we had an opportunity to re-grade the ditch after the trees were 

taken out. It has done a big help but I know what you are talking about because like I 

said I was there one day when the ditch was full and I got to see. Pretty much those 

catch basins run north and south on Oliver and Howell, it is an old one but it is there. 

Chairman Cizl advised the other question that I had and I think we resolved it through 

Sheffield Lake BUZZ, Republic Services will pick up yard waste if they are in paper 

bags and if we take a garbage can and label it, correct? Service Director Smith 

answered I don’t think that that is the case – that might be an old piece of literature. 

The yard refuse goes into the brown paper bags from April 15 through November 15. 

Also bundled sticks and twigs; 36 inches long with string wrapped around them so 

that they can pick up no greater than 40 pounds. The meeting that we had with Dave 

Kidder of Republic Services, they are going to put out a brochure and he is going to 

try to get it as soon as possible that they can get out for our residents only with the 
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dates and calendars with updated information. That is something that he had brought 

up to just help with communication and everything else. I haven’t had one of those 

since the first year of Allied Waste. Chairman Cizl asked you mentioned electronics – 

TV’s are not acceptable? Service Director Smith answered I just got the email today – 

they would go in the blue dumpster.  

                                                                                          

OLD BUSINESS: 

Ditch cleanings; Day Ditch by Holl/Shoemaker Ditch – north of Richelieu, east side 

by Buckeye – None.  

NEW BUSINESS: None. 
MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this committee, 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Erdei to adjourn at 7:35 PM. Yeas All. 

CLERK OF COMMITTEE AFFIRMATION: This meeting of the City Committee 

of the City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio was held and conducted under all Rules and 

Regulations Governing The Sunshine Laws of the State of Ohio as they may apply.  

All meetings are recorded and available in Council’s Offices. 

 

______________________________           ___________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL     COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

Kay Fantauzzi      Mark Cizl 

         

___________________________ 

        COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

        Rick Rosso 
I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Committee 

Of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that this is        

A true and exact copy of the Minutes of the Roads &   and/or  

Drains Committee of May 5, 2014.      
__________________________ 

        COUNCIL PRO TEM 

        Alan Smith   


