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       MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL 

SHEFFIELD LAKE, OHIO 

June 27, 2017 

www.sheffieldlake.net 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council was held Tuesday, June 27, 2017. Council 

President Rick Rosso called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

THE INVOCATION WAS GIVEN BY: Kay Fantauzzi, who then led in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

********************ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS********************* 

Present:  President Rosso, Mayor Bring, Cizl, Kovach, Gee, Stark, Wtulich, 

Finance Director Smith, Law Director Graves, Superintendent 

Hastings, Fire Chief Card, Fire Lt. Davis 

Absent: Councilmen Smith and Erdei 

Attending:  Videographer Brendan Burns, Concerned Citizens, Members of the 

Media       

 

READING OF THE MINUTES: 

Council - *Motion by Kovach/Second by Gee to accept the minutes of the City 

Council of June 13, 2017 with any corrections. Yeas All. 

Council Worksession - *Motion by Kovach/Second by Gee to accept the minutes 

of the City Council Worksession of June 20, 2017 minutes with any corrections. 

Yeas All. 

CORRESPONDENCE: None.     

PRESENTATIONS: None.  

****************************************************************** 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS 

Roads, Drains, Water, Sewer and Refuse: None./Safety: None./Buildings, Lands, 

Vehicles & Equipment: None./Ordinance: None./Finance & Audit: Chairperson 

Stark reviewed the minutes of the June 20, 2017 minutes *Motion by 

Kovach/Second by Wtulich to accept the report. Yeas All./Council Representative 

to the Joyce Hanks Community Center: None./Council Representative to the 

Park Board: Member Kovach reviewed the minutes of the June 19, 2017 meeting. 

Councilman Cizl advised he took his grand-kids to Freedom Park and they 

absolutely loved it. He asked with the pavilion, is there going to be pavement 

under that? Mayor Bring nodded yes. Councilman Cizl continued are there seats in 

the plans for adults? Superintendent Hastings answered yes, we just got a Solid 

Waste Grant for just under $11,000.00. Councilman Cizl thanked the Mayor and 

Superintendent and stated it is very, very nice./Council Representative to the 

Planning Commission: None./Council Representative to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals: Representative Kovach reviewed the minutes of the June 22, 2017 

minutes.  

****************************************************************** 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

MAYOR/SAFETY: Mayor Bring reported we did get a call from our Insurance 

agent and we were given the approval for the car show at the shopping center. He 

continued Lake Breeze is under construction and obviously, I would hope that the 

residents have a little bit of patience with this. It is a pretty big project because they 

cut the center line out of the road for the water line and they are going to grind that 

street down after they get the water line in and then repave all of that. I just hope 

that everything goes well and seems to be at this time. I ask that everybody has a 

little bit of patience with this project is going on. Devonshire over there, on the 

pipe is going to be starting tomorrow, so that project is getting underway. Again, I 

hope everybody understands that, it just takes a little bit of time so I hope they are 

patient with that. Community Days are coming up and that is July 12 through 16, I 

just wanted to remind everybody about that. Also, we have that Triathlon which is 

going to be on July 8th. They will also be including in-line skating along with that. 

I think it is biking, in-line skating a swim with that. I did ask Fire Chief Card and 

Fire Lieutenant Davis to come tonight and I would ask for them to have about 5 

minutes to explain the refurb of the fire engine 63 (E63) and why it would be a 

good idea to refurb, the value of the refurbing it and how it will also save engine 

61 (E61) on wear and tear. Lieutenant Davis, Sheffield Lake Fire Department 

reported we were talking about the value of engine 63 (E63) which is 21 years old 

at this point as it is a 1996. It roughly has about 30,000 miles on it, he explained 

we had have the speedometer changed out due to electronic problems on it and that 

is one of the biggest issues with the truck is electronic problems; the wiring and the 

load on the batteries. We have roughly about 30,000 miles on it and we are roughly 

running about 1800 miles a year on our frontline pumper. But we haven’t run that 

truck (E63) for about 8 years because it has had some on-going problems and we 

just didn’t want to spend the money and put more wear and tear on it. But we have 

got to a point now where it is going to start costing a lot of money to fix and its 

reliability is as a back-up pumper is one of the things that we are worried about and 

primarily the electronic system like I talked about and the brake system on it. It 

needs all new brakes and cans and the slack adjusters need done as they are just 

worn out. Just from the weight of the truck, the springs suspension; the seals are 

starting to fail on the truck. It roughly sits there with a 1000 gallons of water in it at 

all times plus equipment, so it is a lot of dead weight on the truck just sitting there. 

So, we run about 1800 miles a year on the truck so if we were to refurb E63 and 

then put it into the mix with E61 we are going to extend E61’s life. E61 is the 

pumper that we have right now and has roughly about 15,000 miles on it which is 

about half of what E63 has on it. It is 10 years old versus 11 years old and in about 

10 years from now we are going to be at the same problem with E61 as we are with 

E63 because it will be 20 years old and having some problems. If we can get E63 

back into the mix for way less the costs of a new truck, then I will be putting 900 

miles on it instead of 20 years theoretically, I would probably closer to 15 but you 

would more longevity out of E61 before we are faced with the refurb on a truck or 
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buying a truck at that point. At that point, you are almost 34 years into fire trucks 

for a lot less money then it is for replacing fire trucks on an average every 7 to 8 

years for half a million dollars a piece. I think Tim will talk about the refurb and he 

will talk about the cost value, he has done all of that. So, by revamping E63 and it 

is going to involve paint too because we have some paint chipping around it; door 

seals, etc., but mostly electronics, suspension; brakes system and they are going to 

do a service on the motor. The motor is really not an issue and that is why there is 

value in this truck. We have talked to our mechanic – Williams, who service has 

serviced our trucks for the last 20 years basically. That truck is built for a million 

miles, the motor which is a Detroit Diesel; it is a great motor and it doesn’t have all 

of the emissions standards that all of the new trucks have. It is a simple motor and 

will just run, it is for over the road trucking. So, that is why we think there is value 

in it, you know 30,000 versus a million-mile truck backed up with the Allison 

Transmission in it, it is not really an issue where it is going to just blow up or fall 

apart. The frame is in really good condition on it as has been stored inside heated 

for all its life and it has been maintained. The body is all aluminum, so it is not 

rusting with holes in it. It has got some paint delamination on it that needs 

addressed but the door handles aren’t rusting off, so that is another good point of 

why there is a lot of good value in the truck. On a personal note with the Firemen 

over there, that truck was built as a custom pumper for the City of Sheffield Lake 

and was laid out for our fire hydrants in how they were spaced, how much water 

we need to take on it, our manpower situation and how the hose loads are laid out o 

it, how much hose can come off the truck and how quickly it can come off the 

truck with the manpower that we run. So, it is a lot better truck then like I would 

say E61 which we purchase on a grant and we had a lot of staged stipulation and it 

wasn’t as expensive of a truck as E63. So, E63 on a personal note with the guys 

over there, they are excited for it and most guys would be I want a new fire truck, 

everyone wants a new car. They actually like E63 truck a lot more because of the 

way it is laid out, it really works for our manpower and they spent a lot of money 

when they first thought to lay it out that way. So, there is still a lot of value left in 

the truck. Like I said E61 is a good truck too, it is just laid out the same but it was a 

good purchase at the time of the grant. It was well worth the money and has been 

front-line for many years and has had minimal problems. We have had lots of fires 

with it and lots of emergency calls, it is still a good truck too. The Chief came up 

with a new maintenance plan a couple of years ago and we have been rotating the 

squads and they have had minimal maintenance for which we can more forecast 

the maintenance on those. Tires and brakes, so we kind of know when it is all 

coming up because we don’t surprise’s as an emergency vehicle. So, when the 

truck gets rebuilt we can do similar rotation with the trucks and like I said extend 

E61’s life span too. I don’t think we will be here in 10 years for E61, we will 

obviously have maintenance with it but I don’t think the extent will be there. We 

are going to buy it some time, let’s put it that way. With the price of these trucks 

and the size of our city, to me and the Chief and we have talked to our mechanic 
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and also other Fire Departments, it makes sense for us versus the cost factor. These 

trucks are very expensive and the new trucks are very technical, they are all 

computer driven, touch read on them and they have like a lot of little glitches. They 

are great trucks too but sometimes if we have a valve that goes bad on our truck 

then we could replace it but if you have got touch screen power, like touch screen 

to get your hose to fill up then you have to take that in for service. That cost us 

manpower because we have to call in people to take it all the way to Brunswick to 

get a 20-minute thing fixed on it and then bring it all the way back. We will 

eventually have to be there because we will eventually have to buy a new truck 

obviously. For now, though, I wouldn’t say 20-year but I would say 15 years at 

least would get us by. There is really nothing wrong with the motor, transmission 

and frame. It is just the electronics and a lot of the suspension parts. Councilperson 

Stark asked how long would E63 be down for this refurb? Fire Chief Card 

answered I talked to the mechanic today and he said roughly 2 to 3 weeks and he 

said probably more like 3 weeks and if it goes for paint, it would probably be 

another 2 to 3 weeks. So, if it goes for everything right away it would probably be 

gone for 6 weeks. Fire Lieutenant Davis advised we have our yearly maintenance 

for #E61 which is in October but we are sending it in a little bit, actually 

tomorrow. There is a couple of little issues that we have to get fixed anyway. So, 

we are trying to speed up that process and have that truck done in case this one 

goes out for refurb. Fire Chief Card advised like he said it is a 1996 pumper and it 

ran front-line for 12 years before we got E61 to replace it and like you said it has 

been sitting there and when E61 goes out for service the it comes over as the front- 

line and we have noticed that whenever we do run it front-line then it has to go out 

to get serviced again because all of those like the air-lines or other little things are 

old and they just start breaking. In replacing it would cost around $500,000 to 

$600,000.00, where a refurb is going to be around $112,000 to $115,000.00. Like 

Brian said, it is a good truck and I like the truck, I personally like it better than the 

new one and any of the new ones that I have ridden in. Mayor Bring advised I just 

wanted the Chief and Lieutenant to come and explain their views on it so that you 

would know how they feel about the truck and about refurbing the truck. The value 

for the city, with our budget and everything else going on, you want to save the 

citizen’s money. That would be the plus of doing this, if we get another 12 or 15 

years out of this that is another $500,000.00 that you won’t have to spend and it 

could be used on something else. Councilperson Stark stated in assuming that you 

have already got plans for this, do you have a plan for a backup if we would need it 

while that one is down? Fire Chief Card answered yes, our mutual aid cities. 

*Motion by Cizl/Second by Gee to accept the report. Yeas All.                                 

/SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: Superintendent Hastings reported the Mayor 

touched base on most of the projects going on. I would let Council know that we 

completed on street sweeping operations and cleaned about 60 tons of material off 

of the curb streets including Ferndale and Lake Breeze, Abbe, Lynne, Thelma, 

Gayle, Erieview, Hawthorne and Cove Beach. So, that was a successful program. 
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He continued the water line is continuing to go with Phase II, the paving portion is 

set to go out to bid as a separate contract in July. That does include $230,000.00 in 

grant money for that portion of the project. He continued to Councilman Cizl’s 

point, we do have benches coming for Freedom Park as well as the deck at Shell 

Cove and the other pavilions through the Solid Waste grant which is just under 

$11,000.00. We are trying a different style of picnic tables which are the shape of 

octagon’s this time. Finally, I would not while the Fire Department is talking about 

the financing of the refurbishing of a fire truck. The Mayor and Finance Director 

talked to me briefly about equipment purchasing through loans and whatnot and 

opportunities that exist and included on your agenda is a skidsteer. It is certainly 

not of the significance to a city fire truck but a very valuable piece of equipment 

used by all departments truthfully. The Parks use it every day down at our boat 

launch, our Water Department had it out today for a water tap and obviously our 

Road Department uses it and even our local Safety/Service uses it for little projects 

that they do around city hall. Our current unit is a 1996 as well and we are very 

limited in the attachments that are available on today’s market due to the high-flow 

hydraulics and so forth. So, I wanted to let you know that that was on there as well 

for your consideration. Councilman Wtulich asked with the new skidsteer would 

that come with all the attachments; forks, bucket, etc.? Superintendent Hastings 

answered we actually have some but it does come with a new bucket and we have 

forks at the shop. The Mayor has pursued various attachments for it, we have like 

equipment that will grind tree’s and a jack hammer where you used to physically 

do it, we have that. Most of the attachments that they have today will not work on 

that machine because it is a low-flow hydraulic system. So, this proposal before 

you is high-flow and it would include a grinding attachment used for asphalt. You 

know like where Harris Road is bumpy and patch after patch we can actually bring 

that down like you see in an ODOT project. Other then that, we do have 

attachments in stock. President Rosso asked so the attachments that we have will 

work on this? Superintendent Hastings answered yes sir. Mayor Bring advised he 

was talking about the new one but he got into the old one was why we can’t that 

and it is part of the reason. We actually have something to pick up brush and if you 

push the button right now, only half of it goes and then it comes up. President 

Rosso clarified so the attachments that we have are not working on the old one? 

Superintendent Hastings advised they are but not efficiently. Councilman Wtulich 

stated I had to talk to a guy today, do you guys have any more plans to do anymore 

cleaning out of that Sheffield Road Ditch (Day Ditch) this year, it looks really bad 

as it is totally overgrown. A couple of years ago we went in and cut out a bunch of 

the tree’s. If there are any plans for it? Superintendent Hastings answered we don’t 

have any definitive plans this year, the Mayor and I have been talking about it and 

I actually pulled out the prints from when it was done as a thorough project in 

1980. We also continue to work with the Metro Parks on a total project which 

would include retention, additional piping and the cleaning out of that ditch on a 

much grander scale. That is still being navigated with some engineering and 
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survey. Quite frankly, the fund source won’t be available for application until 

October. So, we are kind of in a stand-by mode. Councilman Cizl asked how 

expensive is it to recoat the basketball court? I noticed the kids are on it a lot and I 

noticed it is in pretty bad shape. I did notice at Ferndale you did concrete. But I 

didn’t know if there were plans to recoat with asphalt or replace with concrete. 

Superintendent Hastings answered we have certainly talked about it but 

Councilman Kovach actually had a product that had an overlay that we looked into 

briefly and I never followed through completely on that. As far as an asphalt 

overlay, there is not a seal by any means so you would to do an actual 2-inch thick. 

We have certainly talked about it, however, where the city was successful in 

landing three grants for our parks, that $400,000.00 in projects kind of kicked that 

back but it is still on our radar. Councilman Wtulich asked is there plans to put 

electric in the pavilions or do they have any access to electric now on them at any 

of the parks? Mayor Bring answered we do power at Guenther but we do not have 

it here at Gary Green or Freedom but that is something in the future that we can do. 

*Motion by Cizl/Second by Kovach to accept the report. Yeas All./FINANCE 

DIRECTORS REPORT: Finance Director Smith advised since we are talking 

about skidsteer’s and fire truck’s I thought I would speak about it now, if you don’t 

mind instead of under new business. I can go over what my thoughts are; currently, 

last year we had borrowed $690,000.00 total for equipment, the new fire house and 

then prior to that was the older loan that we did the parking lot and roofs and things 

like that, these are all projects that we have done. We are paying off this year the 

equipment part of that, so even if we went ahead with the refurb on the fire truck 

and the purchase of the skidsteer we would still only be financing $600,000.00 

which is still $90,000.00 less than last year. So, we are still in great shape and I had 

asked the Mayor and Superintendent and the Fire Chief because the Fire Chief and 

I have been talking about how to pay for the refurb all at once and I had said now 

is the perfect time. If we borrow $100,000 or $600,000 it costs us the same amount 

of money as far as the bond counsel and all of that, so why not put it altogether. 

That is just my observation and thought and I have already spoken with Huntington 

Bank who we previously borrowed through First Merit and they were very good 

with us and generous. I spoke with the new representative at Huntington because 

they have now taken over First Merit and they are anxious to work with us again 

on the same kind of deal. The interest rate is going to be lower and it still gives us 

the flexibility to pay over a little bit of time for these projects and equipment. I 

would kind of need a show of hands of if I should include this because I have to 

talk to the bank and bond counsel this week so they can start getting the paperwork 

together. If we want to go ahead with those projects. President Rosso answered we 

cannot to commit too or I don’t believe we can with no legislation in front of us, to 

commit to it. Finance Director Smith advised I understand we can’t pass 

legislation, however we anybody mind if I go ahead and have bond counsel write 

this up, she advised it is going to be written up as a separate legislation anyway 

because each note, even though they are all combined is still separate. So, we still 
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have the ability to say no if we would like. The two that we are renewing would be 

separate and this would one be separate but the whole borrowing goes together. 

President Rosso asked the two that we are going to be renewing total what amount 

again? Finance Director Smith answered $415,000.00. President Rosso stated and 

this added would be $182,000.00? Finance Director Smith answered $185,000 I 

would guess. So, to borrow would be an even $600,000.00. President Rosso 

reviewed what was our bond last year? Finance Director Smith answered 

$690,000.00. President Rosso reviewed so we paid off $275,000 in one year? 

Finance Director Smith answered yes. President Rosso advised so we are really 

$185,000. Finance Director Smith stated I don’t know how you want me to 

proceed, all I am asking for is guidance? Law Director Graves advised you are just 

asking for bond counsel to prepare the legislation, you are not committing to 

support it in any way. President Rosso advised I would not want this to out there 

that we are committing to this, especially since there are 2 members that are not 

here tonight and this is the first time it has come before us tonight. Councilperson 

Stark stated I just want to say too and I am sure that Tammy has probably heard 

this, that it is probably going to be hiking interest rates up again at the next 

meeting. So, getting into this now or anything of this nature would be better to go 

now as it is going to go up again. Finance Director Smith answered yes, I would 

agree. Councilman Cizl advised I would like to say on behalf of the two members 

that are not here tonight, that was talked about at our last Worksession and there 

were no disagreements at that time so they are not blindsided. Finance Director 

Smith concurred we had a lengthy discussion at Worksession on this whole thing. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Cizl for the Finance Director to have Bond 

Counsel draw up the necessary legislation for the funding of this year’s projects. 

President Rosso clarified we have a motion and a second for the Finance Director 

to have Bond Counsel write up the notes for the additional funds for the refurb of 

the fire truck and purchase of a skidsteer. Yeas All. *Motion by Kovach/Second by 

Gee to accept the report. Yeas All./LAW DIRECTORS REPORT: Law Director 

Graves reviewed the legislation on the agenda. President Rosso asked are they 

required to provide the license’s before we spend the money upgrading the unit 

(Daycare legislation)? Law Director Graves answered we are not going to sign the 

lease until they provide us with all of the necessary documents. Councilman 

Wtulich asked on Council#036, do we have an ordinance that is in place that says 

that if there are 3 or 4 vehicles in the rear yard, does the junk ordinance cover that? 

Law Director Graves answered a junk vehicle has to be either unlicensed or 

apparently inoperable and it has to be visible. The police do not go searching into 

back yards seeking out junk vehicles, the way the current ordinance reads it is 

ambiguous; section 351.21 in its current form it is ambiguous as to whether or not 

you are permitted to park vehicles in your rear yard. Councilman Cizl stated 

Council#036, a couple of comments; we had a discussion about the trailers because 

the issue that I had with a trailer being a utility trailer isn’t a recreational vehicle. 

So, I wanted to clarify that my assumption is that is true and that all the neighbors 
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that I know that have utility trailer are not licensed. The other question that I have 

is when we talk about 1357.04, all the driveways that are considered non-

compliant, those additions, does that include the aprons from the street to the 

sidewalk? Law Director Graves answered no, aprons are treated separately, gravel 

aprons have been permitted. Councilman asked so if someone had to replace their 

apron, it doesn’t have to be in concrete it could still be gravel. President Rosso 

advised 1357.01(c) defines aprons. Law Director Graves answered this is the 

existing language but I think for new aprons probably have to be concrete but for 

existing aprons that are in gravel they would not have to be changed. You would 

not have a non-compliant apron I don’t think. I can’t think of any situation where 

you would have a non-compliant situation. Councilman Cizl stated from what I 

understand if someone is going to put an apron in, they have to contact the 

Building Department and he has got to make that it is surveyed so that there is a 

slope. Law Director Graves answered if it is a brand new one, it must be concrete. 

Councilman Cizl stated but if it is gravel now and they want to do it with gravel 

then they could do blacktop or gravel again. Or concrete, they would have the 

choice of 3? Part of my question would be; are they part of the group called non-

compliant, people that have a gravel or asphalt apron, do they have to register with 

the city? Law Director Graves answered no, I don’t think that the aprons are what 

we have been discussing. *Motion by Kovach/Second by Stark to accept the 

report. Yeas All.       

CITIZENS COMMENTARY: None.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS: None.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  

Council#029 – SECOND READING – a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter 

into an agreement with Payment Service Network, Inc., to provide online payment 

services and the declaring of an emergency.   

Council#030 – SECOND READING – an ordinance vacating a portion of 

Hawthorne Avenue. 

Council#031 – SECOND READING – an ordinance establishing section 1151.07 

of the codified ordinances of the City of Sheffield regarding residential HVAC 

condensing units and generators. 

Council#033 – SECOND READING – a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter 

into an agreement with the Lorain County Office on Aging and the declaring of an 

emergency. 

Council#034 – EMERGENCY – an ordinance providing for the establishment and 

increase and decrease of certain funds within the annual appropriations ordinance 

of the City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio and the declaring of an emergency. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Gee for SUSPENSION OF RULES: 

ROLL CALL FOR SUSPENSION OF RULES: Yeas All – Kovach, Wtulich, 

Stark, Gee, Cizl. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Gee for ADOPTION: 
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ROLL CALL FOR ADOPTION: Yeas All – Gee, Cizl, Stark, Wtulich, Kovach. 

Ordinance Passes#31-17 

Council#035 – EMERGENCY – a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a 

lease agreement with Salvator Alaimo, Tanisha Ellis-Alaimo and Tanisha Ellis-

Alaimo DBA HELLOKITTYKIDDIES Daycare for the premises located at 4120 

Lake Road, Sheffield Lake, Ohio and the declaring of an emergency. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Gee for SUSPENSION OF RULES: 

ROLL CALL FOR SUSPENSION OF RULES: Yeas All – Cizl, Gee, Stark, 

Wtulich, Kovach. 

*Motion by Kovach/Second by Gee for ADOPTION: 

ROLL CALL FOR ADOPTION: Yeas All - Wtulich, Cizl, Gee, Kovach, Stark.  

Resolution Passes#32-17 

Council#036 – FIRST READING – an ordinance amending sections 351.21, 

1173.02, 1345.01, repealing section 903.05 and establishing Chapter 1357 of the 

codified ordinances of Sheffield Lake regarding residential driveways, driveway 

additions and residential off-street parking.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT: None. 

  

MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this council, *Motion 

by Kovach/Second by Erdei to adjourn at 7:30 pm. Yeas All.  

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL AFFIRMATION: This Meeting Of The City Council Of 

The City Of Sheffield Lake, Ohio Was Held And Conducted Under All Rules And 

Regulations Governing The Sunshine Laws Of The State Of Ohio As They May 

Apply. All meetings are recorded and available in council offices.   

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL/COMMITTEES  COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Kay Fantauzzi      Rick Rosso 
         

I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Council 

of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that 

this is a true and exact copy of the Minutes of 

COUNCIL of June 27, 2017.     _________________________ 

MAYOR 

Dennis Bring 

 

 

 

 


