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  Minutes of the Ordinance Committee meeting 

Sheffield Lake, Ohio 

March 2, 2017 

 

This regular meeting of the Ordinance Committee was held Thursday, March 2, 

2017. Chairman Kovach called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: 

Present:      Kovach, Erdei, Gee 

Absent: Mayor Bring (excused) 

Attending: Law Director Graves, Superintendent Hastings, Park Board Gee 

 

MINUTES: February 2, 2017, *Motion by Erdei/Second by Gee to accept the 

minutes with any corrections. Yeas All.       

PRESENTATIONS: None. 

CORRESPONDENCE: None.    

OLD BUSINESS:  

Industrial District – None.  

Subdivision regulations – None.                                     
Building Permit fees – None.   

Options for driveway additions, amend section 1345.01 of the codified ordinances 

of Sheffield Lake regarding certifications of occupancy – Chairman Kovach 

advised in Planning Commission for discussion. 

Drone’s – None. 

Medical Marijuana – Councilperson Gee advised we brought that up with Council 

and we were going to do something at a Worksession, David you were going to 

speak at a Worksession about it and I think you were going to speak on behalf of 

LCADA and we were going to see if we could have Ted Kalo, our County 

Commissioner speak also? Law Director Graves advised I want to clarify, I wouldn’t 

really speak on behalf of LCADA. I really shouldn’t get onto this issue of advocating 

a position one way or the other. I am legal counsel for the city and I can advise you 

on the law and can help draft things, answer questions but I really would be 

uncomfortable advocating a position on something one way or the other in any 

regard. I am not an elected member of the legislative body and also given my 

capacity as a member of LCADA Board so I really should not speak about it. But I 

can talk to you about the law and what your options are. But as far as whether City 

Council and Administration is in favor of it or not in favor of it, I really shouldn’t 

comment on that. Councilperson Gee stated so you will speak to us on behalf of the 

legal law side of it, what can and can’t be done? Law Director Graves answered I 

supposed, is that on the agenda for the next Worksession? Councilperson Gee 

answered no, a future one. Law Director Graves stated let me know when it is on the 

agenda.            
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No running water/no water bill to include concerns of safety and sanitary: 

Councilperson Gee stated I believe our Law Director was going to look up and see 

if other cities had any ordinance on it. Law Director Graves stated I can’t find 

anything on this, I really can’t. You know you really have to be careful with, for lack 

of a better term, throwing people out of their homes because they don’t have running 

water. Chairman Kovach advised I think a better way to put it is attempting to evict 

them for a better purpose. Law Director Graves stated fine, instituting an eviction 

process and maybe you are correct because that is exactly what it would. We would 

be going to court filing evictions or maybe not filing evictions, we would be passing 

a law and making it be illegal to reside in a house without running water. We need 

to be careful with that, when we talk about building code and having access to city 

water what you are talking about is building standards where you have a home where 

there is a water connection available you have to be connected to it. You can’t have 

a well or something like that. But that doesn’t mean that it is illegal to reside in your 

home if the water happens to be shut off. You know if you don’t pay your bill the 

city turns the water off and pulls the meter. If you are living in a sanitary environment 

and again I don’t know that this is a major issue for the city. I don’t know how many 

people that fall into this category that are actually currently residing in a home in the 

middle of winter with no water. I think in the past we have heard that there is at least 

we know of is 1 and maybe there is a few more. If someone is residing in a home 

with no water, there are probably other issues going on that need to be addressed. 

Councilman Erdei stated if the county can’t enforce anything with these people 

without running water. I don’t think our city should step on anybody’s toes either 

myself. Even though they are probably getting water and running their toilet so they 

are using their sewer but we don’t have proof of that either. Law Director Graves 

stated you are talking about finding buckets of water somewhere to utilize to flush a 

toilet or just not using the toilet and going elsewhere. You are talking about not using 

the shower, you are talking about not any drinking water and having to get bottled 

water or whatever. It is a rough way to live with no running water and so if someone 

is living in that environment it can’t be very many people and I think there is 

probably some other mental health issues or something like that going on. Maybe 

come at it from that angle and get these people that help that they need or contacting 

family members. Rather than saying we are going to start citing you into Mayor’s 

court and fining you because you are living in a home with no water. Chairman 

Kovach stated I am not the one that has issue or brought this forward. Superintendent 

Hastings stated I am in agreement, in working with the utility we have a shut-off list 

every month. So, even if you enact a law like this its activity could be profound 

based upon who is going through financially hard times and just because we generate 

that list doesn’t mean we are out shutting all these people off but people get to that 

point unfortunately. So, too, because I am engaged with all of this I see electric and 

gas from time to time getting shut-off and they certainly don’t impose some kind of 

eviction for not utilizing the service. In my experience I only know of three situations 
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and one is current, so it is very rare and I think to the Law Director’s point there is 

generally a greater concern for why it is going on and maybe help is needed in 

another capacity. Chairman Kovach advised I agree completely and again this has 

brought times not by me but by the Mayor and the only one that has been somewhat 

in favor of that as far as I know is Rosa just because she is aware of the one particular 

instance. I don’t feel it is our place to be doing this. Councilperson Gee stated what 

my concern was, is the city liable as the one incident that has turned out since the 

parents passed away that it has been off. The rest of the family wasn’t aware of this 

situation, could the city be liable from the family out of state for allowing this 

individual that is challenged to live like that without contacting them. Law Director 

Graves answered no. Councilperson Gee added because they are the homeowners 

and they were never contacted. Law Director Graves advised we are under no 

obligation to seek out the family of a homeowner or try to go the extra mile. You 

know in a larger community this wouldn’t even, well we are a small community so 

we can but no we are under no obligation to do that. *Motion by Gee/Second by 

Erdei to remove the issue of no running water from the agenda. Yeas All. 

REMOVE.  

                     

NEW BUSINESS: None.                                                                
                                        

CITIZEN’S COMMENTARY: None.  
                                     

All ordinances before Council at this time:  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this committee, 

*Motion by Erdei/Second by Gee to adjourn at 8:46 PM. Yeas All.  

 

CLERK OF COMMITTEE AFFIRMATION:     

This Meeting of the City Committee of the City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio, was held 

and conducted under all Rules and Regulations Governing the Sunshine Laws of 

the State of Ohio as they may apply. All meetings are recorded and available in 

Council’s Office.   

_________________________________  ________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL/COMMITTEES  CHAIRMAN  
Kay Fantauzzi       Steve Kovach    

I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Committee 

Of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that this 

Is a true and exact copy of the Minutes of the   

Ordinance Committee of March 2, 2017.    _________________________ 

        COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
        Rick Rosso 

 

         


