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 Minutes of the Park Board 

City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio 

July 17, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the Park Board was held Monday, July 17, 2017. Chairman 

Lewis called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: 

Present:        Lewis, Gee, Dailey, Kovach, Superintendent Hastings 

Absent: Mayor Bring, Albaugh (excused)  

Attending:  Councilperson Gee    

 

*Motion by Gee/Second by Kovach to accept the minutes of the June 19, 2017 

meeting with any noted corrections. Yeas All. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: None.  

PRESENTATIONS: None.   

MAYOR/PARK SUPERINTENDENT/RECREATION DIRECTOR REPORTS:  

Reported below -  

OLD BUSINESS:  

Skate areas: Superintendent Hastings reported somebody physically removed one 

of our grind rails at the skate park (Ferndale Park). Member Kovach advised it was 

brought up at Council and a Worksession because it happened after the last Park 

Board meeting. Superintendent Hastings advised that is very discouraging, it is a 

lot of behind the scenes work. I know a lot of the youth down there have 

approached the Mayor as he walks down the nature trail and said they would like 

to some how do a fund raiser to get it replaced and purchase a new one. I think we 

are still in limbo as far as any investigation into it, it is kind of tricky to narrow 

something like that down. Member Kovach asked where was that at exactly. 

Superintendent Hastings answered it was in front of the pump track on the 

concrete. There is the pump track that is in place, there is a grind rail in the center 

of it and then another grind rail outside of it and I forget exactly what they call the 

other, some kind of grind box I think it is called. Chairman Lewis asked are there 

camera’s there? Superintendent Hastings answered no.              

Boat Launch: Superintendent Hastings advised at the boat launch, we did have a 

Triathlon here on July 8th I believe. It was good weather and a good turn-out. There 

was an accident and I don’t know the complete details other than despite our traffic 

control efforts somebody turned into Speedway and struck a bike as they are all 

flying down the road. They just drove right into them with no rhyme or reason. So, 

I wouldn’t necessarily say that was any negligence on our part with traffic control 
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but unfortunately, a little bit of carelessness. He continued City Council had before 

them Steve, as an emergency Mrs. Piskura’s donation to the city parks of the 

binoculars. Member Kovach answered right. Superintendent Hastings continued 

essentially there is 3 sets of binoculars at our Boat Launch and she desires to 

spread them out along the lake shore parks with 1 remaining at the Boat Launch, 1 

relocated to the Community Center and 1 again to Shell Cove Park. While City 

Council approved it, possibly Park Board could also. Then I could schedule that to 

be done. *Motion by Gee/Second by Kovach to split up the binoculars for 1 to 

Community Center and 1 to Shell Cove Park and 1 remain at the Boat Launch. 

Member Kovach advised for discussion, I do somewhat agree with the Mayor that 

they are probably safer at the Boat Launch with the fact that is under camera. But it 

is a request of the family that donated them. But the 2 parks that they are going 

into are probably very safe. Superintendent Hastings advised actually there is a 

camera setup in the back of the Community Center pointing out toward the gazebo. 

So, if we position it just right we might be able to capture it as well there. Member 

Kovach stated with all the renovations at Shell Cove. Superintendent Hastings 

concurred it is pretty active. It is an all thread rod in there and we do pour a footer 

of about 4-feet thick, between concrete and stone with all thread through it and 

then bolt it down. I think the top is the value of the brass. None the less, these 

things are very secure and they are designed to be out in the public, they just took 

away the coin mechanism of it. There was some discussion and I don’t know if 

anyone had any input on exactly where to put it at Shell Cove. I have had 

suggestions of the deck itself, I have had suggestions of the center of the memorial. 

You know after you visit the memorial you would be way up high and look out at 

the lake, as opposed to down on that deck. On the deck, we have had 2 people 

contact the city already concerning wedding ceremonies on there. While we don’t 

schedule reservations for that, we certainly hear them out and explain that at this 

time we don’t reserve that like we would our Community Center. As time goes on, 

it might be something that we have to consider. Member Kovach advised what we 

could do is issue a permit like we do for the use of our fields. Superintendent 

Hastings asked like a 1-day permit? Member Kovach stated I don’t think their 

intent is to be there for a full day. Superintendent Hastings advised most of them 

say 15 or 20 minutes. Member Kovach stated I think we could permit it for 10 to 

noon or whatever the need would be. The reason that I would think I would do that 

is so that there wouldn’t would be a massive potential for photo bombing. 

Superintendent Hastings asked do you anticipate creating and displaying reserve 

signs for that time block or just a permit between us and them without the general 

public knowing about it? Or maybe just play it by ear to see how popular it is? 

Member Kovach answered probably would be the best bet, the Mayor had 

mentioned that the one is probably a year off. Superintendent Hastings answered 
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yes but one is coming this August, next month. Actually, I had 2 for August but I 

am thinking it might have in the same family though. I got them 2 days apart and I 

didn’t return the call to the one; the one was by voicemail and the second one I was 

kind of waiting to see if she responded, so I don’t call the same family twice. 

Member Kovach stated unless it was way off in the future that it would be issued at 

your discretion or the Mayors discretion or something like that because there might 

be a shotgun wedding next Saturday and I don’t see us calling a special meeting for 

that purpose. I think a permit would be a good idea and the simplest solution. I 

don’t know about like a reservation that we do at the center. I agree with the Mayor 

100% that is what the parks are for. Superintendent Hastings added it could 

identify who is collecting there as a group and waving any responsibility/liability 

or that kind of thing. It is probably a benefit to the city and he quipped in case that 

shotgun goes off.                                            

Shell Cove Park: Superintendent Hastings reported update as far as the 

construction and grant and everything has been completed; the deck is complete, 

the rails are complete, the paver approach is complete and then the city went in and 

saw cut and put a finished edge on the asphalt to ensure handicap accessibility. 

Hopefully this week, if the weather holds out, we will be putting a final grade on 

the slope there as well as the uneven terrain to the west of the approach and then a 

top soil cover. Then, the Mayor and I are going to meet with some of the members 

who are active with the memorial to kind of collectively get some plans for 

landscaping. Solid Waste Grant 2017 – new picnic table for deck.         

Freedom Park: Superintendent Hastings advised we do have some final trim, 

pieces that we are putting up on the metal roof. We are kind of tackling that as time 

permits because of our skilled carpenter if you will, Tommy Kepic who is also in 

our Water Department and we have several big projects going on. But I hope to see 

that wrapped up by the end of July. Solid Waste Grant 2017 – new picnic table for 

under pavilion and some new benches and receptacles in that new playground.     

Gary Green Park: Superintendent Hastings reported we do have a grant that we 

received from Solid Waste 2017 for around $11,000 and we will be putting a new 

picnic table under the new pavilion there.       

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Grants: Superintendent Hastings advised I did apply for the Bark for your Park 

grant 2017. However, I am immediately pretty concerned. I submitted the grant 

and it is one of those where you can write it and save your work and then go back 

because I had to get some land proof that the city owns the land and so forth. Well, 

I put it altogether and hit send and I didn’t get any confirmation and that is very 

usual. So, I went back in my computer and repopulated all the information and 

built another replica of the same grant and I hit send the second time - nothing. 
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Now maybe they didn’t provide a confirmation but what has me concerned is they 

have a map of the United States on their webpage and it has a little flag by every 

city that has applied. So, despite me hitting submit twice, I guess we won’t know 

until August. Member Kovach asked there is no phone number, it is strictly email? 

Superintendent Hastings stated I might be able to reach out through corporate, I 

never thought of that but the grant committee per say is only by email. Member 

Kovach stated if it hasn’t been submitted by now it is probably too late. 

Superintendent Hastings stated I did all this prior to the expiration which was 

either June 15 or June 30. Member Kovach stated right I get it but I am just saying 

even though you sent it twice it wasn’t confirmed. Superintendent Hastings 

concurred yes typically when you submit a grant which I do, 99.9% of them 

through a computer you get some kind of confirmation. In this case, it didn’t seem 

right which is why I did it twice. So, anyway we will know next month. He 

continued on with grants, we do have the Nature Trail grant for our restroom 

facilities at the Boat Launch which is put on by the State of Ohio so that is a very 

long review period. They actually go and review all of the sites across the state and 

so forth and that will be answered in the fall it said, September/October. Then the 

final grant which I think would be a applicable to the Park Board is at the 

Community Center; West Shore Park we submitted for an addition for that. Did we 

talk about that in Park Board Steve or just City Council? Member Kovach 

answered I believe just Council. Superintendent Hastings advised we submitted a 

grant to put an addition onto that building and tried to provide and simulate more 

senior activities and undoubtedly, more youth activities. The success of the craft 

program is a waiting list only each year. So, more space would be beneficial. So, to 

my point the City of Sheffield Lake, I just attended a county meeting and they are 

supporting 4 of 11 applications and 2 of them are from Sheffield Lake and 1 of 

which is that Community Center and that would about a $325,000.00 project. So, 

that is something to be excited about and it is a very long process as well, in just 

getting through the county level.                                 

Chairman Lewis asked did the cardboard regatta go off? Member Kovach 

answered no due to the lack of entries. He is intent on proceeding with doing it 

again next year and I think what he needs is more promotion. It was worth a shot 

but will just have to try again. A few ideas for promotion next year were suggested, 

such as limit of age 16 years old to participate.  

Member Gee advised we have a card here from the Summer Craft Program for 

Sheffield and Sheffield Lake at the Joyce Hanks Civic Center, it is an invitation for 

the Park Board to attend on Monday, July 24th at 6:30 pm.        

  

CITIZENS COMMENTARY: None.  
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MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this committee, 

*Motion by Gee/Second by Dailey to adjourn at 7:21 PM. Yeas All. 

 

CLERK OF COMMITTEE AFFIRMATION: This meeting of the City 

Committee of the City of Sheffield Lake, Ohio was held and conducted under all 

Rules and Regulations Governing The Sunshine Laws of the State of Ohio as they 

may apply.  All meetings are recorded and available in Council’s Offices. 

 

 

________________________________  _________________________  

CLERK OF COUNCIL     CHAIRMAN 

Kay Fantauzzi      James Lewis  

 

         
I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Committee 

Of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that this is      

A true and exact copy of the Minutes of the Park Board  

Of July 17, 2017. ___________________________________                            
 PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL  

        Rick Rosso 

 

 


