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  MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 

SHEFFIELD LAKE, OHIO 

January 17, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council Worksession was held Tuesday, January 

17, 2017. President Rick Rosso called the meeting to order at 7 PM.   

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: 

Present:  President Rosso, Mayor Bring, Erdei, Wtulich, Stark, Cizl, Gee, 

Smith, Kovach, Finance Director Smith, Superintendent Hastings, 

Law Director Graves 

 

PRESENTATIONS: None. 
 

*************************COMMITTEES*************************** 

ROADS & DRAINS: None./SAFETY: None./BUILDINGS, LANDS, 

VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT: None./ORDINANCE: None./FINANCE: 

None./PARK BOARD: Member Kovach asked anything on that grant for 

Freedom? Superintendent Hastings answered Freedom, the installers have the 

equipment and we are going to go out and mark a footprint of where it would be 

probably in paint so you would be able to see it and everybody would be in 

agreement. Then that way I will know how to improve the drainage. We were there 

recently and gave the pole numbers to the lights that exist that weren’t working to 

make sure that is going to be enough and consider if we need more, so we are still 

moving on that. We are meeting with the engineer on Thursday to begin the bid 

process for the deck. Councilman Erdei asked in Freedom Park, that tall fence that 

runs along the railroad tracks is that our fence or is that the railroad’s? 

Superintendent Hastings answered that is ours, we just got quotes on a fence at 

Guenther Park as well as that. The first company that we called could not provide a 

fence that tall. However, they priced I believe a 4-1/2 or 5 feet at about $3300.00. 

Then we had another fence quote at Guenther parking lot and that came in at 

$5000.00 which I hadn’t even told the Mayor yet, we just got that back today. 

Mayor Bring advised the one at Guenther, the parking over there becomes an issue, 

so I asked Mr. Hastings to fill in the ditch and put a pipe in. So, we are going to 

extend that parking lot a little bit and several of the residents, during soccer, which 

I got a couple of emails of concern about someone grabbing their child. You know 

pulling up there and grabbing a child off the play equipment and doing like a 

snatch and grab there and taking their child away. So, people were concerned about 

that. So, Pat and I had talked about that a couple years ago, so I had him quote a 4 

foot high fence along that parking lot going north and south and we would put 
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some gates there. If somebody is watching soccer over there and their kids are over 

here, they are not going to have the time to run over and do anything about it. So, it 

is just kind of a safety net so that is what we are looking at doing. I think we are 

going to have to do something and I do believe we are going to have to have 

something there. President Rosso advised that will be good to fill in that ditch and 

put a pipe down. Mayor Bring advised it is already filled in.        

************************ADMINISTRATIVE************************ 

MAYOR: Mayor Bring advised just so you guys are aware of what is going on, 

the equipment we did advertise for that and have had people come and look at 

those. We are going to put some kind of a minimum bid on those just in case.  So, 

that is going along pretty well. They started tearing down that deck over at Shell 

Cove, well they didn’t start it is done. Pat has been working on some of the roads 

that we are looking to bid on, the total annual bid for the roads. We did entertain a 

couple of people the other day looking at the Bowling Alley so we are actively still 

pursuing there too. There are a lot of things coming up this summer, but I am going 

to try to keep you guys aware of everything but if you see something going on and 

you have any questions just give me a call, instead of me trying to explain every 

little thing that we are doing. We did get the annual reports for Sheffield Lake 

Police 2016 but Tim doesn’t have his done yet so I am probably just going to bring 

those to you at the Council meeting so you can look at that stuff. Again, if you 

have any questions please just ask. Councilman Erdei asked have you guys 

checked into the lighting over at the Community Center? Superintendent Hastings 

answered Ohio Edison is scheduled in the next several weeks and then internally 

we have been replacing the lights in the under foyer with LED and we are going to 

also replace the accent lights on the brick that burnt out constantly with LED. Ohio 

Edison will probably be delayed because of the latest storm, but my last email was 

3 weeks and that was a week ago./FINANCE DIRECTOR: Councilman Kovach 

advised I don’t know if anybody read it, but something told me to read the 

pamphlet from OPERS and according to the line item on the second page there is a 

minimum earnable salary to increase in 2017 and 2018. So I didn’t know if you 

were aware of this or the state had given you a heads up so I thought now would be 

a good time to bring it up. Finance Director Smith answered no I haven’t but it is a 

good idea. Councilman Kovach stated well it is 5% increases per year, if we catch 

it now you can get it done. Finance Director Smith answered, I will check into that 

tomorrow. I got nothing on that at all, of course, my software company didn’t tell 

me that they weren’t going to do my W2’s this year until about 2 weeks ago either. 

Councilman Kovach advised well in short, it is 5% increase; in 2017 going from 

600 which is what we just raised it to 630 and then in 2018 minimum it will go 

from 630 to 660. President Rosso asked is that starting in January of 2017 or 

February of 2017? Finance Director Smith stated it doesn’t matter, I should be 
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notified. President Rosso quipped, which is true, but I just want to know if you are 

already late. Councilman Kovach stated it actually doesn’t say, it just says due to 

changes in retirement law the minimum salary for a full month will be increased in 

2017 and 2018./SUPERINTENDENT: Superintendent Hastings advised I briefly 

wanted to mention that NOPEC which I had briefly mentioned in the Council 

meeting and the Mayor had asked me to research that a little bit as far as the 

pricing for the city and as I understand now we have involved the Law Director to 

review some of the things that is necessary to go before City Council. Basically, 

we opted out of NOPEC because of the abrupt end they had with their supplier 

First Energy and that was a 10-year contract that they canceled in the 7th year 

which gave the city the opportunity just for our accounts, not the residents 

although they could also opt out personally for better rates. So, we did find some 

significant savings and basically, we are at about 600,000 kilowatts annually with 

all of our city buildings at a cost of about $44,000 and we can get that reduced 

about 28% and I believe legislation will be coming your way to approve that and 

advance to the Mayor signing it. He continued I did attend a meeting today also 

with the Law Director with the City of Lorain which the Mayor just ask me to 

apprise you on. Basically, the cities on either side of Sheffield Lake are under 

mandate by the Ohio EPA for discharge and combine sewers into Lake Erie and 

the water ways leading to Lake Erie. As a result, the City of Lorain who takes our 

treatment has to reach out to their satellite systems one of which is us, the others 

are Elyria Township, Sheffield Township and effectively force or penalize or in 

some way document the efforts of the satellite systems in preventing I&I (inflow 

and infiltration) because of the massive volume that comes through on rain events. 

So, we had our initial meeting today and have kind of a goal and agenda of what 

we will provide them at a subsequent meeting but our position really is to identify 

what we will do to prevent I&I and avoid the penalties that seem to be leaning 

towards because they are not the EPA yet they are trying to impose the penalty as 

if it is necessary. So, it is very preliminary but it is definitely something worth 

putting on your radar because the EPA is narrowing down through our providers 

on how we operate our system. Just as an example to conclude my report a typical 

day in Sheffield Lake sewage is 500 to 750 thousand gallons, however this latest 

rain event we metered 5 million gallons so there is a significant amount of rain 

water that is getting in the system. So, that is the task that we have before us. 

Mayor Bring advised we talked about this years and years ago, where it was 

coming in and everything else, it is a significant amount of money to fix that 

problem. It just depends on what penalties the EPA are going to impose on Lorain 

or whoever our provider is on how much we are going to have to spend too. So, we 

are going to have to pay attention this, I know the Law Director and Pat, we send 

those 2 down there and negotiate with those people and that is working out well for 
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us. Again, we are going to make sure to our benefit not just them. Councilman Cizl 

asked is there any chance that Sheffield Village’s water integrates into our sewers, 

would we know that on a rain event like that? Superintendent Hastings answered 

obviously their storm water does come through Sheffield Lake en route to Lake 

Erie but the burden of sealing up our system is really our burden, not theirs. That 

being said, we could have a great conversation on controlling their rate in water as 

well as it effects Belle, Brockley, Knickerbocker, Holl and other areas. I think the 

short answer to your question, that water might be getting in but the burden is on 

us to stop it. Councilman Cizl asked is Avon Lake and I know they have been 

making a lot of improvements to their water facility and whatever else, are they 

being proactive in giving you a time line for all the residents to separate their storm 

from their sewers. Superintendent Hastings advised that is by requirement of the 

EPA as well, they have a combined sewer system, meaning the storm water is 

going down the same pipe that you flush your toilet or drain your bath tub. So, I 

wouldn’t call it completely proactive, they are proactive a lot in the potable water 

but as far as the sewers that is mandated. They do have clear time lines and I 

believe it is February 2018 that everybody has to be separated, they have gotten 

low interest loans for the residents who are not able to and I would imagine it is 

thousands of dollars in some situations. They have wonderful communication on 

their websites on all of that stuff. They do a really good job but really the key in 

both the City of Lorain and Avon Lake is the EPA is mandating these things by 

law which because we had services from both of them it inevitably affects us. 

Councilman Cizl stated I just wonder if that is something that we are going to be 

looking at in the future, what Avon Lake has done. Superintendent Hastings 

advised well, we don’t have combined sewers exactly like they do. I mean, we 

generally have dedicated laterals and so forth, the cross connections is I believe a 

significant problem where downspouts, footer drains, sump pumps, things of that 

nature over a housing stock that is 40 to 90 years old, whatever it is through the 

decades if people have had trouble moving their water then they have gone to 

where they know the water will move. There is things that the city can do too; 

lining our own pipes, camera-ing them, maintenance of the lines, all of that will 

now have to be documented which David and I talked briefly about providing that 

in lieu of penalties. Councilman Smith asked what were those figures again you 

said about providing sewer per day? Superintendent Hastings answered it is about 

750,000 gallons, 500 to 750 thousand gallons per day and in the last 24-hour 

period with all the rain it is 5 million gallons. I got that from Mr. Erwine who reads 

the meters, I trust that it is accurate, I didn’t personally do it. Councilperson Gee 

asked does our Building Inspector before there is an occupancy permit issued, does 

our Building Inspector make sure that the gutters and the sump pump aren’t 

connected to sanitary? Superintendent Hastings answered I know that our former 



Worksession 01172017 

Page 5 of 7 
 

in-house Building Inspector would only because we repeated asked him to. I don’t 

know if it was documented but anybody with the basic knowledge of plumbing 

would know whether that is piped to the wrong thing. Councilperson Gee asked so 

is our current one doing it or not sure? Superintendent Hastings answered I 

honestly don’t know, I would have to ask Mr. Fillar, I am sure he does. He is a 

licensed plumbing Inspector. Councilman Wtulich asked in that case, would 

pulling your gutters out and just running down the yard, would that help that 

significantly then rather than run them down your tile? Superintendent Hastings 

answered it really depends on the particular property, gutters very well might be 

hooked up to the storm drain. If they are going down to the footer which is going 

to the sewer lateral then yes it would definitely help. There are many tactics for a 

city to go in, you can smoke sewers, basically you plug the sewer in between the 

blocks and pump in a non-toxic smoke and then you are supposed to watch it come 

out through the exhaust of the house. If you start seeing it come up through cracks 

in the driveway and in the front yard everywhere else, then you know that it is 

breached in all those spots or if they get in their house then you know it is breached 

as well. But that is not a very popular tactic with residents, they pretty much 

concluded it in the early 90’s is the last I have seen Sheffield Lake do it. But there 

is other ways to dye test but at the end of the day it is big government going in 

somebody’s house or property, so it is a touchy subject. President Rosso stated 

don’t we have an ordinance or whatever, if the city went in or a homeowner knows 

that they have that cross connect where their rain water is going into their sanitary, 

they have to fix that. Superintendent Hastings answered absolutely, there is an 

ordinance. President Rosso stated right, they can’t just choose not to. 

Superintendent Hastings stated this latest rain event, we had one complaint of a 

basement, I did find the second one on Facebook social media. The particular one 

on social media, I contacted them about a year ago actually. Based on what I can 

see at the street, saying that in my opinion knowing the history of the home and the 

way I see pipes coming out of the home I believe you are cross connected and 

flooding yourself. I would be happy to dye test it and help you solve your problem. 

However, if I verify that you are cross connected then you will be mandated to 

change it and they never took me up on my offer. Yet, they continue to bash the 

city which isn’t entirely fair. Councilman Erdei asked on that Devonshire project, 

is that going to lessen any amount of flooding in the basements? Superintendent 

Hastings answered again we only had reported complaint which is great and I 

would contend that the 5 million gallons which is an extravagant number is 

because we now have 2 fantastic force mains just pumping away. So, our numbers 

were down actually. Councilman Erdei asked we still got 2 more stations to do as 

far as electronics and getting them updated? Superintendent Hastings answered all 

3, the project now is solely the pipe dedicated to sending it to Lorain and then the 



Worksession 01172017 

Page 6 of 7 
 

city has applied for a water pollution control loan fund in the amount of about 

$600,000.00 to redo all the pumps, all the flow monitoring, air and oxygen, LEL 

gases and such and then some of the structural steel they stand on. All of that was 

done under Bill Gardner over 20 years ago, he did a fantastic job but we fast 

forwarded 20 years again. Councilperson Gee asked anymore news on the backhoe 

that is broke down? Superintendent Hastings answered that as you know was 

included in the sale of our used equipment with the idea that the city repeated 

putting in money, it is worth looking at a new machine. These new machines are 

highly expensive at about $128,000.00. However, with the STS contract a state bid 

that we have, the proceeds that we anticipate getting from the sale of the used 

equipment that we rarely use, you will be at a figure of about $35,000 to 

$45,000.00 then have a $130,000.00 machine. All of which of course we will bring 

to Council once it culminates. Councilman Erdei asked if we go ahead with this 

backhoe, do we have enough funds to really take care of that? Finance Director 

Smith answered we actually have some bonds that are retiring by the time that we 

would actually get the equipment and do a lease or a loan or what have you, those 

old bonds would be expired and yes, we could easily afford a payment. 

Councilman Kovach asked is that equipment readily available or is that something 

that we would have to order like the trucks? Superintendent Hastings answered it is 

available, I am going to look at it tomorrow. I believe again the expenditure  to the 

city is $40,000 to $45,000.00. Mayor Bring advised the state bid alone knocks out 

almost $40,000.00 which is a lot of money./LAW DIRECTOR: Law Director 

Graves advised I do anticipate having that legislation for next week on the new 

electric and gas contract./COMMUNICATIONS: None./OLD BUSINESS: 

None./NEW BUSINESS: Councilperson Stark stated I know most of you are not 

big fans of the social media presence but there are some good social media 

products out there where we could do pictures of the parks and other projects 

where we could post pictures and captions that might be a good way to reach out to 

the public. Just to throw that out there for thought, not talking about Facebook or 

anything where there is chatting but more the media where we could post the good 

things that are going on in the city and people could see where the money has 

gone. President Rosso stated I know they have pictures on the city website.   

 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Councils Agenda –  

Council#079 – THIRD READING – an ordinance providing for percentage 

increases to the water rate schedule in years 2017, 2018 and 2019 and the declaring 

of an emergency.  

Council#003 – SECOND READING – a resolution of the City of Sheffield Lake 

authorizing the Mayor to present an application for an Ohio Water Development 
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Authority Loan for the installation of a new water main on Lake Breeze Road and 

supporting the submission of such application.    

MEETING ADJOURNED: With no further business before this council, Motion  

by Kovach/Second by Cizl to adjourn at 7:30 pm.  

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL AFFIRMATION: This Meeting Of The City Council Of 

The City Of Sheffield Lake, Ohio Was Held And Conducted Under All Rules And 

Regulations Governing The Sunshine Laws Of The State Of Ohio As They May 

Apply. All meetings are recorded and available in council offices. 

 

________________________________ ______________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL/COMMITTEES MAYOR 

Kay Fantauzzi     Dennis Bring 
I, Kay Fantauzzi, duly appointed Clerk of Council  

of Sheffield Lake DO HEREBY CERTIFY that  

this is a true and exact copy of the Minutes of   

WORKSESSION of January 17, 2017.   _____________________________ 

       COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

       Richard Rosso     


